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Another Piece of the Puzzle
by John Riedesel, Museum Volunteer
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Mike Sweeney and Ralph Stone explore the old right-of-way

It is perhaps not well known among us that 
the original 1890s routing of the CBRy called 
for a huge turnaround loop going through 
the wetlands south of Chesapeake Beach, 
then turning north to run along the shore, 
and finally curving west to come up in front 
of the station in its present location.  After 
partially completing the roadbed through 
the marshes south of town, that plan was 
scrapped in favor of a straight-in track (along 
present Mears Avenue) with turnaround ac-
complished by a “wye” located in the vicini-
ty of Abner’s Restaurant.

One can still see a portion of the abandoned 
loop roadbed from Route 261 by looking east 
while driving down the hill south of town 
just before the entrance to Brownie’s Beach 
parking area.  The roadbed stands out from 
the surrounding marshland because it is 
straight and raised and is now covered with 
a line of trees.

Ralph Stone, a resident of Chesapeake Beach 
who visited the Museum’s table at the recent 
Taste the Beaches event, mentioned that the 
old right-of-way (ROW) ran across the back 
of his property and he had found a railroad 
spike there.  That piqued our interest be-
cause, so far as we knew, no track had ever 
been laid on that abandoned section.  A brief 
google search confirmed that the discarded 
ROW did indeed traverse the area behind 
Ralph’s house.  At his invitation, Mike Swee-
ney and John Riedesel went exploring and 

found what was clearly a railroad fill deep in 
the wetlands at the back of Ralph’s property, 
as the accompanying photograph shows.  It 
was gratifying to know that we were stand-
ing on a section of roadbed, obscure and on 
private property, that in all likelihood had 
never been viewed by any Museum person-
nel.

However, filling in a piece of the CBRy puz-
zle always seems to generate other missing 
pieces.  We have scant information concern-
ing even the existence of the proposed turn-
around loop, much less the fact that track 
had been laid.  Where did the spike found 
by Ralph on his property come from?  Did 
the builders bring in supplies—ties, track, 
spikes—before the decision was made to 
abandon that route?  We have no idea.  It’s 
another local history mystery which makes 
working with the Museum so interesting.
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Message from the President
by Mike Sweeney, President of the Friends

As another season draws to a close, we look 
back and take stock of our efforts and see 
what went well, and what we could have 
done better. By far, those events in the “what 
went well” column far outnumbered those 
that did not, and we charted new territory in 
operations. 

On June 9th, we celebrated the 20th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Friends, dedicat-
ed the Loveless and Finlon Education Cen-
ter (the Dolores railcar) and also celebrated 
Founders’ Day with ceremonies, speeches 
and a dinner.  

We embarked on a new project, that of con-
structing a model railroad in the Museum 
baggage room whose focus will be our rail-
way in the 1920’s. 

Message from the Curator 
by J. Carey Crane, Railway Museum Curator
Every now and then I receive an e-mail at-
tachment of early Railway Museum news-
letters from our Museum Registrar, Kris De-
Grace. The earliest newsletters date from the 
1980s - well before the mastheads read The 
Chesapeake Dispatcher, or it was conceiv-
able to distribute it via a personal computer. 
In our business, museum “news” becomes 
ephemera, and that ephemera becomes a 
document in our collection. Every issue is a 
lens trained upon the challenges, progress, 
and solutions of the day. As this Chesapeake 
Dispatcher “goes to press” in the Fall of 2017, 
The Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum is 
facing many opportunities, much as it did in 
the days of those first newsletters.

The museum is situated on an easement that 
is bordered on three sides by the Chesapeake 
Beach Resort and Spa complex. The resort is 
undertaking an ambitious expansion project. 
Once completed, this expansion has tremen-
dous potential to increase visitation to the 
museum. Our good neighbors at the resort 
will keep pathways to the museum open 
during all phases of construction. Neverthe-
less, we must be prepared for onsite parking 
to be limited for approximately ten months, 
if there are no delays. Major construction 
will continue thereafter.  We expect some 
drop-off in visitation. However, this is an 
ideal time for us to take our measure; revisit-
ing our mission, our outreach opportunities, 
and cooperative programming, as well as re-
freshing our exhibits. 
 
The museum’s core exhibit dates from its 
opening within the historic depot in the 
early 1980s. Additional objects and exhib-
its have been added over the decades. The 
interwoven story of Chesapeake Beach and 
the Railway as a destination deserves to be 
told in a clear and compelling manner. Pe-
riodically, we must collectively revisit how 
we engage visitors in that story. I propose 
that we retain a professional museum plan-
ning firm to work with the museum staff, 

Friends of the CBRM Board, and community 
stakeholders to develop an interpretive plan 
for the CBRM. The plan is a key first step 
in achieving a shared goal of renewing the 
Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum’s ex-
hibits. 

If our visitation is truly impacted downward 
during our peak season of June thru August, 
2018, we will have plans to maintain our 
presence in the community through creative 
programming and outreach, in cooperation 
with our community and Calvert County 
partners. What I have learned from reading 
back issues of the Railway Museum’s news-
letters is that the CBRM has always drawn 
folks committed to setting and reaching 
goals with whatever resources they can mus-
ter. We will continue to do what we do well, 
while fearlessly asking what we can do bet-
ter. We will plan, but will remain flexible in 
the face of change. 

All Aboard...

(continued on page 3)
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Message from the President
by Mike Sweeney, President of the Friends
(continued)
Management of the Museum at the Coun-
ty level has been streamlined in that we are 
now part of the newly created Calvert Coun-
ty Directorate of Museums, where we now 
have an advocate at the highest levels of 
County government.

Also, before the end of the year, we will see 
a massive expansion and improvement con-
struction project begin on the grounds of the 
Rod N Reel which will impact us next sea-
son. Even though the season is coming to a 
close, our work will continue, albeit behind 
the scenes. Our efforts will be on capitalizing 
on this “down-time” to make much needed 
improvements to the Museum, update dis-
plays, tend to projects that have needed at-
tention for years, and greatly improve our 
communication with you, our valued mem-
bers.  A great opportunity for a great Muse-
um with great people.  

June 9, 2017 marked the special celebration 
of the dedication of the Dolores Railcar as 
The Loveless and Finlon Education Center 
as well as the 20th anniversary of the Friends 
of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum.  
Mildred Finlon and Bernie Loveless were 
two of the museum’s dedicated founders 
whose commitment to the preservation of 
the museum created their legacy and that of 
the CBR Museum.  

The event was hosted by the Chesapeake 
Beach Railway Museum and the Friends of 
the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum.  
The Rod N Reel, through the generosity of 
Gerald Donovan, treated over 125 guests, to 
a champagne toast and hors d’oeuvres on the 
porch of the museum with the weather being 
exceptionally pleasant. We then adjourned 
to the Rod N Reel for an old fashioned fried 
chicken dinner.  The evening included two 
proclamations: one by the Calvert County 
Board of County Commissioners, presented 
by Commissioner Pat Nutter and one by the 
Town of Chesapeake Beach, presented by 
the Town’s Council Member, Larry Jawor-
ski.  Maryland State Senator Thomas Mike V. 
Miller provided a state’s senate resolution.  

Congratulations to Kris DeGrace!

We would like to wish a hearty 
Congratulations to Kris DeGrace 

on transitioning from contractor to 
permanent part-time museum staff as 

Museum Registrar in July 2017.  
Ms. DeGrace has been with the Railway 

Museum for 12 years as a volunteer 
and a contractor. 

(from left to right) Volunteer Hilary Dailey, Museum Staff 
Member Correine Moore & Museum Registrar Kris DeGrace

June 9 Celebration
by Correine E. Moore, Museum Staff

State’s Senate Resolution
presented June 9, 2017
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A Special Thank You!
by Kris DeGrace, Museum Registrar

Summer Exhibit: Relics from the Boardwalk, Slices of Life

Loans for Summer Exhibit:
Robert Taylor
Cheryl Quesenberry
Dick Ward
Donations:
Charles William Amos: RR Switch Lamp
Albert Grosvenor Jr.: Collection of Documents from 
CBRY Co. / CB Hotel Co. 1898-1960’s & Logbook 
(from Seat Pleasant Round House)
Joan Heinicke: American Red Cross Certificate, 
1926;  Copy Photo her mother in Red Cross Swim-
suit. 
Linda C. O’Donnell: Photograph of Salt Water Pool 
in C.B., 1958
Ken Studt: Handheld Flashlight/Lantern & spike
Robert Taylor: 2 Tokens:  Washington Railway & 
Electric Company
Purchases:
(12) Photographs & Negatives  (of Chesapeake 
Beach, Engines, time period images)
(11) Postcards:  (early Chesapeake Beach & 
North Beach, images depicting time period)
(1) CBRY Parlor Car Ticket:  June 24, 1900
(1) Token Burnham Gum Machine Works (slot 
gumball machine that was believed to be here in CB)
(1) Men’s swimming trunks, c.1930s
(1) Uncle Billy’s Matchbook Cover
Chocolate Packaging Items, as would have been used in 
1900s:
(2) Candy/Chocolate Tongs (one folded, one 
unfolded)  
(1) “Lowney’s” Spoon 
(1) “Lowney’s” Chocolate Box 
(1) “Lowney’s” Chocolates Advertisement

2017 Accessions/Loans 
(as of October. 1, 2017)

I hope you took the time to visit our special 
summer exhibit:  Relics from the Boardwalk, 
Slices of Life. Our exhibit this year, was in 
memory of Ronnie Quesenberry.  He and 
two of his friends, Rob Taylor and Dick 
Ward, were avid collectors of Chesapeake 
Beach relics.  Rob Taylor, Dick Ward, and 
Cheryl Quesenberry, Ronnie’s wife, gra-
ciously loaned us some of the most fantas-
tic artifacts that made this exhibit so special!  
A simple object has so much more to tell! A 
huge thank you for such a fun exhibit!

A few 2017 Accessions: top to bottom:
Family at the beach, c. 1920s, CBRY Parlor Car Ticket, 
Uncle Billy’s Amusement Center match book, Lowney’s 

chocolate box and chocolate tongs.
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What do lipstick cases and hat pins have in 
common in the early 1900s?  Were you go-
ing to answer women’s rights?  If not, you 
should have!   I found this out, while re-
searching the dates on some of the artifacts 
that were loaned to us.  That research turned 
out to be so much more!

What I thought were simple, run-of-the-mill 
artifacts, turned out to be symbols of wom-
en’s rights (at least some women used them 
as such).  It made sense when I thought about 
what was happening in the U.S. during the 
late 1800s, early 1900s.  Our country was go-
ing through major changes.  The work force 
had grown with the large influx of immi-
grants, many people were flocking to the cit-
ies for jobs, and it was simply a time of great 
transition for our country. To go into depth 
about all the changes that were occurring, is 
beyond a newsletter article, so I am focusing 
on our own dear Chesapeake Beach, wom-
en’s rights, and only a few of the artifacts 
that were found here at the beach.  

Let me somewhat set the stage… begin with 
great industrial growth, the shift from ru-
ral to urban living, more leisure time that 
allowed places like Chesapeake Beach to 
become the resort they did… and now add 
women to the picture.  Women were begin-
ning to venture out alone more, some were 
taking jobs, and oh yes, there was also the 
suffragette movement.

The scene is set, next add in a simple lipstick 
case and there it is, a sign of female emanci-
pation!  Suffragette leaders and supporters 
in the early 1900s, wore bright red lipstick as 
a symbol of defiance, and a way to fight for 
the right to vote, which finally came in 1920.

The simple act of wearing lipstick meant so 
much more than the application of it!  

What do hat pins have to do with any of this?  
Well that was one of my favorite research 
finds.  We were loaned a few hat pins that 
were found here at the beach.  Some were 
short, some long, and pretty darn sturdy.  
The longer hat pins were made to accommo-
date larger hats and their various large deco-
rations.  Can you guess what they were con-
nected to?  That’s right… women’s rights! 

Simple Objects...I don’t think so!
by Kris DeGrace, Museum Registrar

Life Magazine (1927) and lipstick cases found in Chesapeake Beach 
on loan to the Museum

Hat pins found in Chesapeake Beach, on loan to the Museum

I found several articles from about 1905 to 
1918.  They varied in their message, but the 
bottom line was that these longer hat pins 
were dangerous, whether it was an acciden-
tal hat pin stabbing or on purpose. 
(continued on page 6)
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These long hat pins (7”-12”long) were seen 
by some as not only a decorative accessory, 
but a weapon for women against danger or  
unwelcome advances.  This allowed a feel-
ing of being able to protect oneself, which in 
turn allowed a feeling of security and self-re-
liance for women.     

Simple Objects...I don’t think so!
by Kris DeGrace, Museum Registrar
(continued)

Now, these menacing hat pins soon died 
out, in the 1920s with the flapper making the 
scene.  Bobbed hair and short dresses were 
the new social problem!  But by that time the 
damage was done, women were well on their 
way, right to vote and all!    

I could go on and on, it’s like domino’s for 
me, where one more thing is connected 
to the next!  Changing swimsuit fashions, 
clothes fashions, hair styles….  So I will sum 
up this way… while I did not find direct con-
nections between Chesapeake Beach and the 
women’s movement, these items were found 
here, at the beach… and I’m going with the 
idea that it had to be on the radar for some 
of the visiting women! There is always so 
much more to the story!

Notice from the Washington Post, May 7, 1906 
& hat pin defense photo from the San Francisco Sunday Call, 1904.

Thanks to Museum Staff member, Toni 
Hopkins, for taking her job to the next 
level by wearing her own Scout Leader 

uniform when Cub Scout Pack 429 
visited the Museum this year!

After several months of planning, a pollina-
tor garden was planted at the museum  All 
of the plants installed are native to Maryland 
and existed at the time that the railroad was 
in operation. Over the summer and even 
now, it is exciting to see all of the pollinators 
visit the garden. The bees, butterflies and 
moths all have come. I would like to thank 
the Friends for their financial support of this 
project. Also, a big thank you to the Ches-
apeake Beach Garden Club for providing 
some of the planting material, their  techni-
cal assistance and their help in planting the 
garden.

Pollinator Garden
by Karen Moreland, Museum Staff
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Otto Mears, Entrepreneur - PART 1
by Brenda J. Proctor, Museum Volunteer
Those of you familiar with the Chesapeake 
Beach Railway (CBRy) will recognize the 
name Otto Mears.  He was the man who 
brought the concept of a railroad from 
Washington, DC to Chesapeake Beach into a 
reality.  In 1897, with his partners, Col. Am-
brose C. Dunn and Charles Popper, Mears 
purchased all the shares in the CBRy from its 
corporate predecessor, the Washington and 
Chesapeake Beach Railway.  He established 
the Chesapeake Bay Construction Company 
and assumed presidency of the company.  
This company had a contract with CBRy to 
furnish all labor and materials to build the 
railroad, to obtain necessary rights-of-way, 
and to supply sufficient equipment and 
rolling stock to operate the railroad.  Mears 
brought David Moffat, a prominent bank-
er and one of the richest men in Colorado, 
into the venture, ensuring a ready supply of 
much-needed capital.

For the next couple years, Mears oversees 
ongoing construction of the railway.  By the 
end of 1898, the first passenger service on the 
line is available as far as Marlboro.  Mears is 
also busy with the envisioned resort destina-
tion.  He incorporated the Chesapeake Beach 
Hotel Company for the purpose of operating 
the principal hotel and various concessions 
along the boardwalk, the steamboat pier, 
and the casino.  He contracts with the Ches-
apeake Beach Improvement Company of 
NJ to build and operate boardwalk amuse-
ments, a racetrack, a clubhouse, and a casino.  
The Chesapeake Beach Excursion Company 
is contracted to provide steamboat services.

By 1900, the railway line is finally complet-
ed, and Mears begins a strenuous publicity 
campaign to promote the Beach resort prior 
to the official opening.  Baltimore and Wash-
ington newspapers carried ads announcing 
coming attractions at the “resort created at 
the cost of $1,000,000 by the men who made 
Colorado famous.”  Mears had a weekly 
newspaper called the Chesapeake Telegraph 
issued.  Mears lavishly entertains investors, 
contractors, prospective patrons, politicians, 
and cronies.  He freely distributed 1,500 at-
tractively lithographed railway passes.  He 
uses the San Juan, his private railway car, to 
transport dignitaries.  

The luxurious Clubhouse he had built as an 
exclusive, membership gentlemen’s club is 
opened.  This facility offered gaming, fine 
dining, and accommodations for members.  
It was designed to supplement the horse rac-
ing and casino attractions planned.  In later 
years it is converted to the grand Belvedere 
Hotel.

An estimated 5,000 people arrive at Chesa-
peake Beach for the resort’s grand opening 
on June 9, 1900.  The amusements, entertain-
ments, amenities, and of course the beauti-
ful location, delighted visitors and the day 
was a success.  Behind the scenes, though, 
things were not all rosy.  Look for Part Two 
of the Otto Mears story in the next issue of 
The Chesapeake Dispatcher.

MEMBERS:

Send us your E-mail address!
The Friends of the Chesapeake Beach 

Railway Museum now sends out 
upcoming event information via e-mail. 

If you would like to be added to this 
list, please send your email address to: 

CBRMVolunteer@gmail.com
THANK YOU!

(to be continued in the next issue of The Chesapeake Dispatcher)

Architects’ conception of Chesapeake Beach
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YOU’RE INVITED!

All Events are Sponsored by the Friends of the Chesapeake 
Beach Railway Museum & are Free and Open to the Public

Sweet Treat Express
Build Candy Train Engines

Saturday, November 18: 2:00-3:30pm
at the Northeast Community Center

Railway Museum Potluck Holiday Party
Bring a dish and a smile

Sunday, December 3: 2:00-4:00pm
at the Railway Museum

Dramatic Reading of The Polar Express
Friday, December 15, Two Sessions: 5:30pm & 7:00pm

at the Railway Museum

Chronicles of Christmas Bus Tour
Narrative history of the holidays in the year 1900 & 

Christmas Light Tour of Chesapeake Beach
Saturday, December 16: several trips beginning at 5:30pm

Seat Reservations Required: call Hilary 301-855-4028 
co-sponsored by the Town of Chesapeake Beach

At The Water’s Edge Lecture Series
Step back in time with “At The Water’s Edge,” a 
new lecture series highlighting how people en-
joyed leisure time on the Chesapeake Bay from 
1890 through the 1970s. 

These free programs are made possible by joint 
efforts of the Bayside History Museum, Calvert 
Library, Calvert Marine Museum and the Ches-
apeake Beach Railway Museum.

For information on upcoming lectures, please 
contact Curator Carey Crane at 410-326-2042, 
ext. 25 or visit:

www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/446/
At-The-Waters-Edge-Lecture-Series


