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Children at the Beach photos from the
collection of the Chesapeake Beach
Railway Museum

From the Mouths of Babes!

by Kris DeGrace, Museum Registrar

As a child, I used to love the Washington
Post Sunday Paper. No, not as you were
thinking, catching up on the geopolitical
situation… but for the comics and the Mini
Page of course! I loved the Mini Page, because it was made for me, a kid!

These letters capture the best information!
What I especially liked about these letters,
was that the kids wrote the details of their
day. They wrote, as they would write any
family member, to tell “Aunt Anna” about
their adventures.

You can imagine my excitement when I
came across a recurring Sunday segment in
the Washington Post from the early 1900s
geared towards children. It was called “The
Post’s Boys and Girls” and had a sub-header called the “Cousins’ Club,” where kids
would write letters to “Aunt Anna” about
their travels.

For example, I learned from four year old
Harold’s visit to Chesapeake Beach in 1919,
that on August 7, he and his mom took the
2:30 train to Chesapeake Beach. From there
they took the trolley to North Beach, and
were settled in their cottage by 5:30 p.m for
their week long vacation. Harold’s days consisted of having breakfast, bathing, reading,
dinner, naps, bathing again, gathering blackberries, and singing on the porch. Sometimes
after supper, they would go to Chesapeake
Beach and take in the amusements.

It is here I found a few letters about visits to
Chesapeake Beach & North Beach from kids
of various ages.

(continued on page 2)
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From the Mouths of Babes!

this, she and her friend bought some more
snacks, then went to watch the dancing at
the pavilion. After a very long, fun day, they
prepared for their return home!
What I learned from Harold’s and Marie’s

by Kris DeGrace, Museum Registrar
(continued)

They often had visitors from Washington
D.C., and Harold tells us that one exciting
visitor was from overseas, and told them all
kinds of stories about France and the war.
Harold celebrated his birthday with some
other friends, who also came to the area on
the train, and he was already looking forward to his visit next year.
Another letter to “Aunt Anna” was from
15 year old Marie, who visited Chesapeake
Beach during the summer of 1918.

The Scenic Railway Amusement Ride, mentioned by Marie.

She, her mother, her sister and a good friend,
prepared for their day trip to Chesapeake
Beach, by gathering boxes and bundles of
good food. Marie told “Aunt Anna” that
she and her group caught an H Street car in
D.C., marked District Line, that took them
to Chesapeake Junction Station where they
caught their train to the beach. She and her
girlfriend ate peanuts and popcorn on the
train ride, and watched the wonderful scenery of farmhouses, cornfields, rivers, brooks,
woods, cows and so on!

letters, is that Chesapeake Beach is the place
to be, and it still is. And that I’ve been overlooking one of the best sources of information all these years...kids! I love these letters for their simple innocence. There is no
agenda, nobody to win over… they write to
capture a moment, capture the feeling of a
simple day at Chesapeake Beach. It can’t get
better than that.

Message from the President

by Mike Sweeney, President of the Friends

My goodness, how time flies. It seems like
only a couple of months ago I was sitting at
this computer writing comments for October
2017! Now that I look back and study the
past year, I find that we have accomplished
quite a lot. The best thing that happened was
above us, in that we were re-aligned within
Calvert County government under the newly formed Museum Directorate, headed by
Ms. Sherrod Sturrock, a friend and advocate.
We now have voice with a clear line of communication within our government.

When they arrived at Chesapeake Beach, they
found a nice, shady spot to eat. For lunch,
her mother sat on a camp-stool, while Marie
and her friend sat on clean newspaper. She
tells us they ate cakes, hard-boiled eggs, salad, fruit, tomatoes, olives and milk (brought
in a vacuum bottle … which I learned was an
early thermos). After “dinner” they went to
the boathouse, took off their shoes and stockings, and waded in the water, made sandcastles, and found pretty shells. Afterwards,
they went to check out the amusements.

More locally, at the beginning of the year I
published a list of six initiatives for 2018, five
of which have been implemented. Some of
these initiatives have improved our facility,
and others have improved our effectiveness.
Aside from these initiatives, we have been
very busy with other projects. In March, we

They saw trained monkeys then went on the
Scenic Railway amusement ride and had fun
on the merry-go-round (wich she calls a Derby Racer). She and her friend tried to win
prizes, which included candy, dolls, teddy
bears and other toys, but had no luck. After

(continued on page 3)
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Message from the President

by Mike Sweeney, President of the Friends
(continued)

had an outside organization assess our museum displays and operations to see how we
could do things better. They developed an
interpretive plan with suggestions which we
are studying, with the possibility of implementing their recommendations. We were
approached by the La Plata Railroad Museum who is seeking our assistance in restarting their museum and starting up an organization similar to the Friends to assist with
organization, staffing and training.
In our May newsletter, I mentioned the model railroad project in the museum. To date,
this is about 70% complete, with a projected
completion date of December 2, the Christmas Open House at the museum. More good
news here, we anticipate finishing this project on time and well under our allocated
budget. To improve our commitment to our
community, hospitality and the safety of our
visitors, we undertook the rebuilding of our
benches on the porch. Assisted in funding
by the Rod N Reel, and with labor provided
by a local Eagle Scout candidate, this project
was also completed under budget with stunning results. The benches are beautiful and
safer.

Curator J. Carey Crane and Miss Kathryn Dailey discuss arts &
crafts at the craft table at the Railway Museum’s
Spring Family Fun Day 2018

Message from Division Chief for
Museums
by Sherrod Sturrock, Division Chief for
Museums

For the last two years, Carey Crane has done
a wonderful job as Curator of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum. This was
part of a county restructuring following the
retirement of Harriet Stout, long-time curator. Carey was originally hired in 2014 as
the Curator of Exhibits at the Calvert Marine
Museum (CMM). In 2016, his position was
split, 25% at CRBM and 75% with the CMM
exhibits department.

On a bittersweet note, had to say goodbye to
our Curator, Mr. Carey Crane, at our August
meeting. He was splitting his time between
his duties at the Calvert Marine Museum
and us, and it proved to be unsustainable.
During his two year tenure, he has been a
most valued member of our museum family. He proved to be a great listener, prolific
doer and a cornucopia of wisdom who cared
about us and the museum’s future. Thanks
to him, we had a very productive season this
year, and remembering his guiding principles, can look forward to an even better season next year.

During his tenure, Carey made a lot of progress. He built strong relationships with the
Friends board, the staff at the Rod ‘n’ Reel,
the Bayside History Museum, the Twin
Beaches Library, and the Town Council. He
was able to move the museum collections
manager from a contract to a part-time county position. He strongly supported forming
a model train club and encouraged them to
create an exhibit in the museum.

All aboard!

(continued on page 4)
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He extended the hours of the museum and
fostered a welcoming environment. He oversaw the development and publication of
a new brochure and the new website. And
most significantly, he wrote a successful
grant to develop the first interpretive master
plan for the CBRM, which he describes below.

formation. We anticipate that construction
will impact resort and museum visitation
for a period, affording an expedient interval
to plan and install new exhibits and address
depot interior repairs. As stated in the plan,
“Resort grounds planning and CBRM easement reviews should not be considered separate projects.”

These gains are impressive, but came at a
cost. The math does not add up to one full
time job; it is two. Trying to keep everything
moving forward in both positions was increasingly challenging for Carey, and for the
people he supervises. In my role as Division
Chief, and with Carey’s agreement, I have
reinstated him full-time at CMM. I have delegated day-to-day management to Correine
Moore, and assumed administrative oversight of operations.

I encouraged Creative Content Studios
(CCS), charged with developing the plan,
to challenge us with their recommendations
for immersive exhibits and alternative visitor flow through the museum - a journey
in which chapters of our history are clearly
presented.
The CBRM is not bound by these proposals; however, articulating our responses to
them is a valuable aspect of the design process. Two comments by the CBRM staff and
board members are key: “The authenticity of
the site, building objects and stories are essential” and “The building – the most important
artifact – should not be buried in stuff.” Stuff includes exhibits, and the plan advises placing
reading rails and content rich monitors below sight lines to minimize distraction from
the architecture.

Carey will remain involved, supporting exhibits development, the website, signage,
and publications. This was a difficult decision for him; he believes in the potential of
the museum, and is not content with being
just a caretaker. It deserves a full time commitment. He’s still on board, just in a different capacity.

Interpretive Plan

Given the resources, the consensus, and will
to proceed within the railway museum community and staff, then the next steps include
curating a concise selection of artifacts and
images, writing incisive narratives, and developing graphic and exhibit designs. Timely action in applying for follow-up grants
will assist in funding these activities.

by J. Carey Crane, Curator of Exhibits, Calvert
Marine Museum

Our new Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum (CBRM) Interpretive Plan was presented
to the Friends Board on August 20, 2018. The
plan serves as a solid foundation for reimagining the museum’s exhibits and overall visitor experience.

I express our gratitude to the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Consortium and Friends
of Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum for
financially supporting the CBRM Interpretive Plan and to the board members, staff,
community leaders, historians, and museum
professionals that enthusiastically met with
Creative Content Studios and served as interpretive plan reviewers.

Why proceed at this time?
The Chesapeake Beach Resort and Spa/Rod
‘n Reel is undergoing a major expansion, and
the promise of renewal is in the air.
The Rod ‘n Reel and the museum have been
partners since CBRM’s founding and are
committed to cooperation during this trans4

Summer and Fall Programs were a
huge success

with every small detail in place. The model
railroad became an interactive game, much
like Where’s Waldo, to identify what was on
the model railroad. Mrs. Lee Coleman of the
model railroad club meticulously designed
the layout and the interactive game. In addition to the craft projects designed by Kelly
Peake, she also created a photo booth featuring a stunning paper moon with a Halloween style backdrop to the delight of parents
for “many a photo-op.”

by Correine E. Moore, Museum Staff

The 2018 summer and early fall events for
CBRM have been spectacular! The children’s programs continued to see record
numbers in attendance with an average of
70 people for each program. These creative,
interactive, themed programs incorporated
thinking and hands-on participation with
topics including: “why would animals ride a
train,” “life on the beach,” “inventing something,” and “identifying insects.” (Traveling
entomologists from the Smithsonian in the
early 20th century collected insect specimens along the CBRy train route.) Returning
parents and children, along with new faces,
enthusiastically participated and supported
these programs.

Just a little corner of the fantastic Halloween-themed
Model Railroad

Our thanks to the wonderful volunteers, the
Friends of the CBRM, the CBRM Model Railroad Club, the Northeast Community Center and the CBRM staff, who participated
and gave freely of their time to make these
events a much anticipated community annual event.

Long-time Volunteer, “Engineer” John Riedesel, entertains a
group of children at one of the Summer Children’s Programs.

The Fall Family Fun Day, reminiscent of the
early boardwalk and amusement park days,
was another successful event for the CBRM.
Our thanks to the staff at the Northeast Community Center for hosting the event at their
site.

Lastly, the CBRM and the Rod N Reel partnered on a couple events in September. The
Rod N Reel held a Back to School Bingo program and a Money Train promotional event.
The CBRM donated items for the Money
Train raffle and provided fun-filled historical facts about the railway and park to be
called out during the raffle.

We had a fantastic turnout this year, over
300 people, with an abundance of Halloween crafts --- all hands-on creative family fun
---along with children’s bingo games, face
painting, Halloween bags of treats, raffles,
and a Jurassic Park moon bounce (which
was a big hit) and complimented the entertainment provided by Reptiles Alive. In addition, it was our honor to have the Chesapeake Beach Railway Model Railroad Club
display a Halloween-themed model railroad

Massive Jurassic Park moon bounce, a huge hit with the kiddies!
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Three Years Riding Trains

by John Riedesel, Museum Volunteer

“Why go by way of Chicago to take a train
from New Orleans to DC, when you could
just come straight up through Atlanta and
Charlotte on the Crescent?”
Why, indeed?
In 2015, anticipating my possible “retirement” from long distance train travel, I set
out to ride every major Amtrak line one
more time. There are about 13 of them, depending on how you count.

Rampart Street Trolley at New Orleans Amtrak Station

Leaving old “San Antone” on the Sunset
Limited, I traveled east to New Orleans, arriving at 3AM. The late arrival (6 hours late)
and rain the next day kept me from seeing
some of my favorite spots in that lovely city,
but I did ride the iconic St. Charles Avenue
Streetcar and other trolley lines. My accommodations were at an intriguing old place
called the Historic Streetcar Inn, right on St.
Charles Avenue.

In the November, 2015, issue of Chesapeake
Dispatcher, I described my 8000-mile summer trip around the country from Washington to New Orleans, Los Angeles, Seattle,
and Boston riding the Crescent, Sunset Limited, Coast Starlight, Empire Builder, and
Lake Shore Limited. In 2016, I reported on
that year’s trip to San Francisco, riding Amtrak’s Cardinal, Southwest Chief, California Zephyr, and Capitol Limited. Earlier in
2016, I rode the Silver Star and Silver Meteor
to and from Miami.

My trip was far from over. The morning
following that rainy day I made my way to
Union Passenger Terminal and boarded the
City of New Orleans, traveling north back
to Chicago. After a few hours in Chicago Union Station’s great new Metropolitan
Lounge for sleeper passengers, I boarded the
Capitol Limited once again for my trip back
to Washington.

By 2017, only two major lines remained: the
Texas Eagle between Chicago and San Antonio, and the City of New Orleans, which runs
from the Windy City to The Big Easy. So in
June of last year I took the Capitol Limited
to Chicago, then boarded the Texas Eagle for
San Antonio, where I spent two nights and a
day visiting the Alamo and the famous Riverwalk section of the city in 100-degree heat.

So in three years I accomplished my goal of
riding every long distance Amtrak line. You
say, “What about the Auto Train?” Well, it
uses the same route as the Silver Meteor, and
I have ridden it in the past; so I didn’t count
it. There are lots of other short pieces of Amtrak scattered around the country that I have
not ridden, and I may pick up some of them
in the future, e.g., Washington to Norfolk;
Boston to Brunswick, Maine; and—starting
service later this year—Washington to Roanoke, Virginia.
Will I ever do long distance runs again? In
all my train travels, I have accumulated a
whole boxcar load of Guest Reward Points
for future trips. It seems a shame not to use
them.

Grizzled old traveler (as described by the author)
at the Alamo, San Antonio
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2018 Accessions/Purchases
(as of October 1, 2018)

Donations:
(1) Sheet of Bonds: Washington & Chesapeake Beach Railway Co.
(1) Chesapeake Beach Railway Pay Stub
(1) Archival Collection, Early Founding of CBRY
(1) Archival Collection, research on Otto Mears
(1) Model Train motor, c.1900
(1) Photograph of family camping at CB
(2) Bound books, ICC documents re CBRY (c.1920s)
Accession 2018.0004.02
(2) Framed Water Color Prints by John Gerachi
Ticket stanped May 26, 1900.
(3) Postcards, Freedley photos
(Right before the Grand Opening on
June 9, 1900)
(4) Amusement Park Tickets from CB Park
(13) Scrapbook Pages of (88) Photographs, family at various local beaches, c.1910
(14) Photographs of CB Park, 1960s
Purchases:
(1) Fishing Fair Ashtray, 1940
(1) Swizzle Stick, Rod n’ Reel
(1) Photograph, Engine #7
(1) Swimsuit, c.1920
Accession 2018.0024.01: dog in Kayak
(1) Souvenir, Seaside Park, dog in Kayak
Seaside Park, MD souvenir
(2) CBRY Tickets, stamped 1900
(3) Pairpoint cupplate (used to raise money in 1970s to move Carousel to Watkins Park)
(4) Matchbook Covers, local businesses, North Beach
(15) Postcards, early CB, Camp Roosevelt, Freedley Photos)
“American Red Cross, Volunteer Life Saving Corps” items:
(1) Patch, “ARC / VLSC”
(2) Pins, passed out for those who passed certification tests: “Beginner” / “Swimmer”
(2) Pamphlets, American Red Cross guidelines on Water Safety (1928, 1937)

A Big Thank You to Boy Scout Vincent Ascosi!
Life Scout, Vincent Ascosi, approached the
Railway Museum a few months ago to ask
if he could work on earning his Eagle Scout
rank by restoring the weather-beaten benches that sit on the outside porch of the museum. With an emphatic YES PLEASE, the
staff and Friends of the Railway Museum
gave him their blessing. Museum staff, Toni
Hopkins (a long-time Boy Scout supporter)
and Correine E. Moore helped facilitate the
project.
A few weeks later, Vincent returned the
benches in amazing condition. In the words
of Friends President, Mike Sweeney,“Mere
words cannot express how thrilled we are!
Thank you!”

Boy Scout, Vincent Ascosi, Friends President, Mike
Sweeney and Volunteer, John Riedesel
enjoy the restored benches.
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Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum
PO Box 1227
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732

YOU’RE INVITED!
All Events are Sponsored by the Friends of the Chesapeake
Beach Railway Museum & are Free and Open to the Public

Sweet Treat Express

Build Candy Train Engines
Saturday, November 17: 2:00-3:30pm
at the Northeast Community Center

Railway Museum Potluck Holiday Party
Call us to get a free “train car” to decorate if you
know a child who would like to be in our train in
the North Beach Parade on Saturday, December 1st.
Call Hilary: 301-855-4028

Fall 2018 Newsletter
Editor: Hilary Dailey

Contributors: J. Carey Crane, Kris DeGrace,
Correine E. Moore, John Riedesel, Sherrod
Sturrock, Mike Sweeney
Mailing: Janet Bates, Betty MacDonald,
Chuck MacDonald, Nancy Young

Bring a dish and a smile
Sunday, December 2: 2:00-4:00pm
at the Railway Museum

Dramatic Reading of The Polar Express

Friday, December 21, Two Sessions: 5:30pm & 7:00pm
at the Railway Museum

Chronicles of Christmas Bus Tour

Narrative history of the holidays through the years &
Christmas Light Tour of Chesapeake Beach
Saturday, December 22: several trips beginning at 5:30pm
Seat Reservations Required: call Hilary 301-855-4028
co-sponsored by the Town of Chesapeake Beach

