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Red Crabs, Bootleggers, James Bond 
& Prohibition?
by Kris DeGrace, Collections Manager
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One of my favorite things to do is find ob-
scure tidbits about Chesapeake Beach.   Re-
cently I became interested in prohibition at 
the beach because of some James Bond like 
documents I came across in the museum’s 
archives.  These documents are typed reports 
from two “Operatives” in 1919 & 1920.  The 
“Operatives” reported on their train trips 
between D.C. and Chesapeake Beach.  Their 
reports included conversations between 
waiters, patrons, and proprietors about their 
visits to the Casino, the Belvedere and Mari-
nelli’s restaurants.   Their focus appeared to 
be whether they could obtain beer or whis-
key, and the cost.  Beer seemed readily avail-
able, while whiskey was hit or miss, and 
much pricier.   

How these documents were used was not 
clear.  And I admittedly was surprised to 
read that alcohol was served in what ap-
peared to be an open manner.   Was this nor-
mal during Prohibition (1919-1933)?

I searched the newspaper archives and found 
surprisingly little about prohibition in Ches-
apeake Beach.    A few liquor raids here and 
there.  The one story I repeatedly found in 
several 1932 newspapers, was that the “King 
of the Bootleggers” was arrested near his 
home in Chesapeake Beach!   The “Bootleg-
ger King” of Calvert County led a group of 
men in the hijacking of a truckload of liquor 
in Prince Frederick, using pistols, shotguns 
and submachine guns.  Unfortunately for 
them, the truckload was full of confiscated 
liquor being driven by Federal Prohibition 
Agents.   I loved reading about this bootleg-
ger, but the articles did not answer my ques-
tion about Prohibition.  

Digging deeper, I learned that Maryland 
was unique in its stance on Prohibition for 
a variety of reasons. The short of it was that 
while Maryland did ratify the Eighteenth 
Amendment, it was the only state that did 
not enforce it at the state level.  It was known 
as the wettest state in the U.S. and the nick-
name “The Free State” was used regularly in 

(Continued on page 2)

Prohibition Era Raid at Elk Lake, Wikipedia
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defiance against Prohibition.   While intox-
icating beverages were federally illegal, it 
appears that a blind eye was turned locally.  
Just as hobos had signs to let them know the 
lay of the land, prohibition rebels had signs 
to let them know of alcohol friendly estab-
lishments.  According to an article in the Bal-
timore Sun (published on 12/03/2003), it was 
stated that a red crab in an establishment’s 
window signified that booze was served!

Digging into the offshoots of history is al-
ways fun for me in writing these articles, 
and always they are a simplified version of 
the bigger picture.  However, one takeaway 
from this little bit of history that I like is that 
my home state of Maryland took a stand, that 
was a bit rebellious.  Another is that I will 
never look at the red crab holiday lights that 
decorate Chesapeake Beach the same again! 

Ready for the Holidays? Save the Dates! 

November 16: Sweet Treat Express: Candy Trains
Northeast Community Center

2:00-3:30pm, Drop-ins Welcome!

Friday, December 20: Polar Express Readings
Call the museum for location information

410-257-3892

Saturday, December 21: Holidays & History Bus Ride
Join us on a ride around town to see the lights!

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
contact 301-855-4028 for information 

Message from Division Chief for 
Museums
by Jeffrey Murray,
Division Chief for Museums
Hello and greetings from your new Muse-
um Curator!  2019 has been a big year for me 
and my family.  In April my wife Laura and 
I welcomed our second child, Nathan - fol-
lowed just a few months later by my promo-
tion to Director at the Calvert Marine Muse-
um.  Since the CMM Director also assumes 
the roles of Division Chief for Museums and 
Museum Curator at the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Museum, I have been acting as both 
since July of this year.  

Although I did most of my growing up in In-
diana, my family hails from Wisconsin and I 
spent 17 of my adult years there working as 
a Curator for the Wisconsin Historical Soci-
ety.  I hope that my Midwestern values and 
strong work ethic will blend well with the 
kind and dedicated people I’ve met through-
out Calvert County since I moved here in 
2017.  You might also be pleased to know 
that I have been a rail (and model rail) en-
thusiast my entire life, and some of my ear-
liest memories are of the trains in Germany 
and the London Underground, both places 
where I lived as a small child.  In my most 
recent professional role as the Director of 
the Lakewood (Colorado) Heritage Center, 
I was responsible for a beautifully restored 
1911 Denver Interurban (electric railway) 
car, which was the gem of the city’s histori-
cal collection.  The car is fully functional and 
operational, and we periodically invited the 
public out for short but enthusiastic rides on 
a stretch of track we borrowed from the fed-
eral government.  During my time in Den-

Jeffrey Murray, Division Chief of Museums
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ver I also served on the board of the Denver 
Trolley, a non-profit that operates a historic 
“Breezer” sightseeing railcar near Mile High 
Stadium during the warm weather months. 
  
I am extremely pleased and excited to be 
joining the team at such an amazing time for 
the Railway Museum!  With the expansion 
to the Randle Cliff School and the upcom-
ing renovation of the museum’s exhibits, 
the place we now know will be completely 
transformed over the next few years, guid-
ed by our brand new mission statement and 
values.  I will gladly lend my expertise to 
the process, but I am only one of many staff 
and volunteers who are working to make the 
CBRM better for both visitors and residents.
  
As the Division Chief for Museums it is my 
responsibility to ensure for the efficient and 
most effective use of resources across the Di-
vision.  Since the Calvert Marine Museum 
and Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 
are both part of the Division, there are times 
when it makes sense to utilize expertise nor-
mally housed at one museum for certain 
projects at the other.  With that in mind, I 
have asked Mark Wilkins, Curator of Mari-
time History at the Calvert Marine Museum, 
to continue to lend his talent to the content 
and design process that will lead to new 
and updated exhibits at the Railway Muse-
um.  Carey Crane, Calvert Marine Museum’s 
Curator of Exhibits, will also continue to be 
involved at the Railway Museum in small 
ways on an as-needed basis.  

As thrilled as I am to be here at this pivotal 
point in time, I know that without the sup-
port of the Friends of the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Museum and their board none of 
this would be possible.  Therefore, I’d like to 
say a very hearty thank you to each of you 
for the role(s) that you play in making the 
CBRM the wonderful place that it is, and for 

helping to create an even better and brighter 
future for the museum.  We have our goals 
in sight, so let’s get this train rollin’!!!!!!

Message from the President
by Mike Sweeney, President, Friends of CBRM

Many times we witness or see films of old 
steam engines moving down the track, doing 
their daily work.  What we don’t see is all 
of the preparation that goes into getting this 
cold, lifeless machine into working order.  
Fires must be lit, steam pressure built up in 
the boiler, moving parts lubricated, and the 
like.  It takes about 4 hours to get a steam 
locomotive from dead cold to moving under 
its own power.  And even when it is moving, 
it requires constant care and feeding to keep 
it going.  We, as an organization, are similar 
in nature in that in order to get things mov-
ing, a lot of preparation is required.  And to 
keep things moving, a lot of care and feeding 
must take place.

Since May, members of your Board of Di-
rectors have been working tirelessly to put 
things in place to improve current operations 
and solidify a bright and prosperous future 
for our museum. The Friends applied for, 
and were awarded a matching grant from 
the State of Maryland for $50,000 to improve 
our facilities and operations. To obtain this 
grant, the Friends had to guarantee $50,000 
in matching funds. We secured matching 
funds from the County, the Town of Ches-
apeake Beach, the Friends, and private do-
nors, which brings the total usable funds to 
$100,000.  With this grant money, we can 1) 
renovate our current museum and update 
the exhibits; and 2) secure an off-site, secure 
facility in which to consolidate, store and 
maintain our artifacts. Obtaining this off-site 
facility will also allow us to clean out the Do-
lores once and for all and convert it into the 
learning center that it is meant to be.  

So we have pressure in the boiler, and are 
starting to move quite nicely under our own 
power.  Our challenge is to keep moving 
down the track.  All aboard!!
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Donations/Purchases
We love all of the items that make their way to the museum, whether by purchase or donation.   
A recent acquisition, however, is a notable highlight.  The Friends of the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Museum graciously agreed to purchase a collection of maps & drawings, and donate 
them to the museum.  A huge and hearty thank you to the Friends for the purchase, as well as to those 
who contributed to the Opportunities and Acquisitions fund! 

Highlights from this collection are a Profile Drawing of the Chesapeake Beach Railway (1902), 
and a drawing of Owings, MD (undated) that shows buildings locations and dimensions. What 
exactly is a profile drawing you may ask?  It’s a Railroad Historian’s dream, that’s what it is!  
This profile is a 23 foot-long rolled map from the DC line to Chesapeake Beach, surveyed by 
Chief Engineer W.A. Beerbower.   It labels the trestles, bridges, landowners, stations, elevations, 
distances, spurs… the list continues!  This drawing fills in gaps about the railroad that we didn’t 
know, and I am certain it will continue to be a researcher’s dream for years to come! 
- Kris DeGrace, Collections Manager

Purchases: 
Postcards of early Twin Beaches  (15)
Maps: Topographical (1901)
 RR Map (1901)
Collection of Maps/Drawings/Documents/Photographs  
Camp Roosevelt Booklet & Sharks Tooth Badge
Chesapeake Beach Pennant (1940s/1950s)
Jantzen Swimsuit  (1920s)
Wool Swimsuit  (1920s)
Pollyanna Glad Game (c.1920)
Conductor’s Uniform (not from CBRY)
Woman’s boots, (c.1890s)
Boy’s outfit, c.1940s
Matchbook Cover, North Beach, MD
Ticket Punch  (for eduacational use)
Conductor’s Hat  (for educational use)

Donations:
Archival Collection of early CBRY Documents (1896-1930s)
Postcard, Early Chesapeake Beach
Two Collections of digital photographs
     -One:  a family’s visits to the Twin Beaches (1915-1920s)
     -One:  a family’s visits to Chesapeake Beach (1940s-1960s)
Photograph:  Nat Fletcher & Susie Jones in Ches. Beach (c.1960s)
Uncle Billy’s Ashtray (c.1960s)
Digital Copy of Journals written by CBRY employee (1900-1940)
Photograph, Chesapeake Beach swimming pool
Wooden Mail Hoop (c.1900s)
Bank & Shippers Logbook 1930
Pocket Watch (for educational purposes)

Nat Fletcher & Susie Jones (c.1960s-1970s)  
Donated by family members

Purchase: Postcard “Just Arrived at Chesapeake Beach”

Details of Chesapeake Beach Railway Profile Drawing
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The Railroad’s Coming To Town
by John Riedesel, Friends Board Member
You’re driving south on MD 261 out of 
Chesapeake Beach. As you descend a hill 
with wetlands on either side, just before the 
entrance to Bay Front Park, you look to your 
left and see an odd geographical feature: a 
raised and very straight portion of ground 
with trees growing on it amidst the wet-
lands. “What could that be,” you muse, “It’s 
so straight it looks like a railroad bed.”

Well, you would be right.  An early idea for 
bringing a railroad into Chesapeake Beach 
was to run the track along the south side of 
town right down to the water.  The road-
bed for such a routing is clearly visible from 
Route 261.  It is also shown on some early 
(1890s) plats of the intended beach resort, 
but uncovering written evidence of the rout-
ing has so far proved fruitless.

Interest in a resort and town at the mouth 
of Fishing Creek goes back well into the 
1880s.  An 1884 plat shows a proposed town 
and park with a railroad from Washington 
approaching, not along Fishing Creek, but 
from the northwest.  Plats from the 1890s 
show the railroad entering town along Fish-
ing Creek, but taking a swing south of town 
along the routing near Bay Front Park.

On display in the Museum are two maps 
which show this proposed southerly route.  
An 1894 map shows the line ending at the 
water in a stub terminal (see Figure 1).  An-
other undated map depicts a grand loop, the 
right-of-way turning north at the water’s 
edge, following the shore, turning again 
to approach the Chesapeake Beach station 
from the east, then continuing west to com-
plete the loop (Figure 2).  This would be one 
way of turning the train around so it could 
head back to District Line Station.

Figures 1 and 2 were designed by the early 
proponents of the resort.  These were local 
men who in 1891 received a charter to build 

the Washington and Chesapeake Beach Rail-
way (W&CBRy).  That corporation went into 
receivership with no significant construc-
tion and was supplanted in 1896 by a new 
corporation, the Chesapeake Beach Railway 
(CBRY), headed by Otto Mears.

The idea of a southerly entrance into town 
was taken seriously enough to show up on 
maps and to result in the actual building of a 
roadbed with its cuts and fills.   It is not clear 
whether the  right-of-way visible through 
the wetlands south of town was built by 
the failed W&CBRy or by the reconstituted 
CBRY under Otto Mears.  In either case, it is 
almost certain that no track was ever laid on 
that alignment. Ultimately the idea was re-
jected, and the actual route into Chesapeake 
Beach was the one we know today, running 
along the south side of Fishing Creek and 
approaching the station from the west (Fig-
ure 3). Thanks to Kris DeGrace for her help 
with research for this article.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
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Farewell to a Friend: Betty Quigley
Elizabeth Lee Quigley, “Betty”, the Chesa-
peake Beach Railway Museum’s Volunteer 
Coordinator, died on Sunday, July 7, 2019. 

Born February 14, 1931, in Washington, D.C., 
to the late Joseph and Elizabeth Butler, she 
graduated from McKinley Technical High 
School in Washington, D.C. She started her 
dancing career as a Radio City Rockette and 
went on to become the owner and operator 
of Betty Quigley’s Studio of Dance and later 
taught dance classes at the Maryland-Na-
tional Capital Park and Planning Commis-
sion. She enjoyed volunteering and was an 
active volunteer with Meals on Wheels, The 
Help Association Thrift Store, Garden Club, 
The Holland Point Citizens Association, and 
was the volunteer coordinator at the Chesa-
peake Beach Railway Museum. 

In addition to her parents, Betty was preced-
ed in death by her husband, Joseph A. Quig-
ley, Jr. and a daughter, Lynda Jo Quigley. 
She is survived by three sons, Richard Quig-
ley of Holland Point, MD, Patrick Quigley of 
Laurel, MD, and Michael Quigley of Sykes-
ville, MD; two grandchildren, Adam Quig-
ley and Alyssa Heser; and six great-grand-
children, Morgan and McKenna Heser, 
Logan, Landon, Hudson, and Austin Oleen. 

As I have for nearly every Sunday for the 
past ten years, I arrive at the museum, un-
lock the door, turn on the lights, and do 
all the things necessary to get the museum 
ready to greet visitors.  But today is differ-
ent.  There is a flatness in the air, a hollow-
ness in the sounds associated with waking 
the museum, a dullness in my spirit.  My 
Sunday work partner, my voice of reason 
and my friend since I started volunteering at 
the museum, is gone.  

A quiet Sunday: dedicated to Betty
by Mike Sweeney, President, Friends CBRM

As I robotically go through the motions re-
quired to serve our public, I feel as though I 
am somewhat detached as if running on au-
to-pilot. Day done, I then close the museum 
and head for home.  I struggle to remember 
if there was anything that happened to make 
my day one of fulfillment. Nope, nothing 
there. No running for coffee (with 2 hazelnut 
creamers please), sharing the Sunday paper, 
sharing the extra lunch treats that my wife 
Janet packed for my bud, straightening out 
the prior day’s sales on the tablet, (I gave up 
trying to teach her how to use the thing long 
ago), laughing with the kid visitors, their 
parents, and each other, and just hanging out 
and enjoying the company of an old friend.  
And after closing the place on the last day 
of the season, sharing a celebratory glass of 
wine before departing for home.  

So, I will continue to volunteer on Sundays 
as I have committed to myself to do: my best 
for the museum.  And every now and then, 
to lessen the sting of my loss, I will kick back, 
think of some of the outrageous nonsense 
we witnessed and took part in working to-
gether, crack a grin and give a silent thanks 
to God for sharing her with me. 

Ms. Betty Quigley (Feb 14, 1931-July 7, 2019)

Detail from 
“The Chesapeake Dispatcher,” 1996
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Recent Museum Events
by Correine E. Moore
Every year, local children throughly enjoy 
the Railway Museum’s children’s programs 
presented at the Northeast Community Cen-
ter, and this past summer was no excep-
tion. Themed days included: All Aboard the 
Kindness Train, Oh Honey Bee!, By the Bay, 
Games and Picnic Play and “Why did peo-
ple visit Chesapeake Beach by train?” 

Also this summer, children and adults alike 
got their toes a-tappin’ at the season’s Bay 
Breeze concert series featuring the Dave 
Chappel Band, Dixie Ramblers and the Dixie 
Power Trio.

As fall rolled into town, Railway Museum 
staff and volunteers rolled up their sleeves 
and helped out at the annual Fall Family Fun 
Day! Families enjoyed crafts, games, bingo, 
a moon bounce, a family show featuring 
“The Balloon Nerd,” and an amazing carni-
val-themed train display run by volunteers.

Now as we enter the winter months, mark 
your calendars for the upcoming Sweet 
Treat Express, Polar Express Readings and 
Holiday & History Bus Ride to put you and 
your family in the holiday mood! 
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We would like to extend our deepest sympathies 
to the family of “our” Betty Quigley who passed 
away on July 7, 2019.  She worked every week-
end and holidays for the museum for over twen-
ty years, was in charge of the museum shop, and 
gave good cheer to all who entered our doors while 
promoting local eateries and businesses.  Her spir-
it and wonderful humor will be greatly missed.

 “Toodles” Betty. 

- Correine E. Moore, Museum staff member

The following was approved unanimously by the Friends, Inc. 
at their regular board meeting on

 Monday, October 21, 2019.

Our Mission Statement:
The Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum connects Chesapeake 
Beach with its history by collecting, preserving, and sharing with 
our community the story of the railway, the resort, and the vision 
that launched this place.  

Value Statements: 
We believe in:
•Preserving and sharing our local history;
•Properly maintaining our collection and making it accessi-
ble to others;
•Connecting our community to this history by making the 
stories relevant and telling them with integrity;
•Expanding our research of the railway, the resort, and the 
origins of the town in order to build our collection and schol-
arship;
•Welcoming staff, volunteers, and visitors with respect and 
acceptance; 
•Investing in and building partnerships with other institu-
tions that share our goals.


