
The Chesapeake 
Dispatcher

Bi-Annual Newsletter of the Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum

Volume 39, Issue 1, Number 76 May 2020

Message from the President
by Mike Sweeney, Friends of CBRM President

1

The world has had to react to the COVID-19 
virus with all of its global and personal trag-
edies.  Even with all of what this virus has 
brought, life and business must go on or our 
society will wither and perish.  

Fortunately, the Friends have carried on with 
their business. Since our last newsletter, ma-
jor programmed renovations to the artifact 
storage and maintenance facility have been 
completed, and smaller ones are on the way. 
Many meetings were held about the new 
exhibits for the renovated museum. When 
the virus struck in March, it slowed all of us 
down somewhat but did not stop us from 
working for the good of the museum. Our 
full-time staff continues to carry on despite 
shutdowns and limited work hours to keep 
projects moving, even working from home 
when needed. The Friends continue to create 
and plan for the future, working on exhibit 
designs and layouts for the renovated muse-
um.  We held our regularly scheduled Board 
meeting on April 20th via teleconference in 
which all voting members but one and nu-
merous ex-officio members participated.  
This proved to be very successful in that 
many members had not used this technolo-
gy before.  All of these activities demonstrate 
that we as an organization remain steadfast 
and focused on our business and our future, 
and are not afraid to innovate to keep us 
moving ahead.  Come to think of it, we are 
about as hard to stop as a moving train!  
Stay well.

Like a train through the night, the Chesa-
peake Beach Railway Museum continues to 
move forward on a track that will greatly en-
hance the visitor experience.  Although muse-
um events are canceled due to the pandemic, 
work continues on the new permanent ex-
hibit design, storage facility improvements 
and a variety of other improvements to the 
museum facility.  I am pleased to report that 
the request for proposals to fabricate and in-
stall the new exhibits should be completed 
in the next week.  It will be important to find 
a contractor who we feel will do a great job 
with this transformational work, and I ex-
pect that we will conclude our search in the 
next few months.  

The Randle Cliff School facility is undergo-
ing some additional improvements beyond 
what the county was able to assist with, as 
we are renovating one bathroom for staff use 
and turning the other bathroom into a stor-
age room and rebuilding the outdoor wood-
en stairs on each side of the building.  The 
whole process to turn the school into a staff 
office and storage area has been complicated, 
since everything from floor to ceiling must be 
considered and upgrades made to bring the 
building safely and successfully into the 21st 
century.  Many thanks to Correine Moore 
and the county’s buildings and grounds di-
vision, who have worked tirelessly to repur-
pose this building to meet our needs.

(Continued on page 2)
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Message from the Director
by Jeff Murray, Director
Calvert Marine Museum & Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Museum
(Continued from page 1)

Finally, I am excited about the museum’s 
online social media presence – Kris DeGrace 
has been consistently posting engaging piec-
es of Chesapeake Beach history for folks near 
and far to enjoy in their own living rooms 
via the Friends of the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Museum Facebook page.  She has 
located a plethora of great tidbits to share, 
and people are noticing!  Our online likes 
and shares are going up every day, and some 
posts have reached into thousands of house-
holds.  What a wonderful way to pursue our 
mission of sharing local history!  I hope that 
you and your family are well, and I look 
forward to helping the museum reach new 
heights in the year ahead. 

As Jeff Murray, Division Chief notes, Kris 
DeGrace, Collections Manager of the Chesa-
peake Beach Railway Museum, has not only 
been a wonderful contributor to this newslet-
ter for several years, she has also been very 
busy online during the Covid-19 pandemic!

Although the doors to the museum have been 
closed, she has continued to maintain inter-
est in what the museum has to offer through 
the world of social media.   Kris shares in-
teresting and fun photographs, advertise-
ments, and other memorabilia related to the 
railway, amusement park and the towns of 
Chesapeake Beach and North Beach through 
Facebook.  

If you are not already a “follower”, you may 
want to start following her daily posts – even 
when this pandemic is over!

She posts on the Friends of the Chesapeake 
Beach Railway Museum Facebook page and 
shares the posts in the Twin Beaches Histo- A selection of images from the 

Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum Facebook page

ry: Chesapeake Beach and North Beach Mary-
land and Old Calvert County Photos Facebook 
groups.  Her followers thank her everyday 
online, and the Friends of CBRM are indebt-
ed to her for her diligence at closing the gap 
on social distancing, as she digitally brings 
people closer together!

Find the Railway Museum on Social 
Media
by Joanie Kilmon, Ex-Officio Friends Board 
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MHT/MHAA Grant
by Correine E. Moore, Museum Staff
As mentioned in previous issues of The Ches-
apeake Dispatcher, the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Museum was the recipient of a 2020 
grant award through Maryland Historical 
Trust (MHT) and Maryland Heritage Areas 
Authority (MHAA) to renovate exhibit space 
in the museum building, and to upgrade the 
nearby Randle Cliff school building to be an 
auxiliary site. 

As with any grant or project, there are chal-
lenges, and even more so when there are re-
strictions on a building that must adhere to 
federal and state guidelines and regulations. 
Both the Chesapeake Beach Railway Muse-
um and The Randle Cliff school building are 
protected through these guidelines and reg-
ulations.

As expected, issues arose during the process. 
Some have been resolved, some are ongoing.  
Permissions and reviews to renovate (code 
regulations versus preserving historic fab-
ric), materials, meetings, inter-department 
interaction/coordination, committees, legal 
obligations, budget oversight, scheduling, 
bidding, construction, consensus, negoti-
ations, logistics, memoranda and detailed 
reports were ongoing...and then, the world 
around us was placed on pause.  

As we continue on as best we can, the Ran-
dle Cliff building has been renovated for the 
most part. There are a few more approved 
renovations to be done; Calvert County 
Buildings and Grounds Division will be re-
pairing, replacing the side steps to the build-
ing. The bathrooms will be demolished; one 
will be rebuilt and the other will be used 
for storage of staff supplies. The existing oil 
tank, which was taken out of service, will be 
removed and repurposed to another depart-
ment for a cost savings.  

Moving into and storage of selected items 
will be the next phase for the Randle Cliff 
building while following safety guidelines 
in order to do so. 

The next phase of concentration will be ren-
ovating the Railway Museum exhibit space.  
Some of these efforts have been ongoing and 
are continuing to evolve.  Did I mention, 
permissions and reviews to renovate, (code 
regulations versus historic fabric), materials, 
meetings, …?

We are excited for the future, it just might 
take a little longer than previously expected. 
Stay tuned.

New Accession: “Grounds at Chesapeake Beach”

New Accession: “Bowling Alleys, Chesapeake Beach, MD”

New Accession: “Balloon Dare Devil”
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The 19th Amendment...and a world 
of Thanks!
by Kris DeGrace, Collections Manager
I decided to take a break from the current 
turbulence in our world and focus on a top-
ic that under normal circumstances, would 
have been first and foremost on my mind! 
The year 2020 marks the 100th anniversary 
of the passing of the 19th Amendment, giv-
ing women the right to vote.  

Not only was this a great deal of change in 
a short period of time, but it also coincided 
with the heyday of Chesapeake Beach.  This 
led me to wonder if the beach was affected 
or played a role in the suffrage movement.  

I was thrilled to find a receipt in our archives, 
for an advertisement with the Chesapeake 
Beach Railway offering discounted rates 
between the Beach and D.C. on March 3 & 
4, 1913 for the Suffrage Parade March and 
Woodrow Wilson’s Inauguration March, re-
spectively.   The March 3, 1913 Suffrage Day 
Parade was strategically planned in Wash-
ington DC, the day before the inauguration 
in hopes of gaining publicity.   There were 
over 5000 suffragists, and many specta-
tors.  The march was not without incident, 
however.  Many of the suffragists were at-
tacked and many hospitalized.  Neverthe-
less, success!  Attention was grabbed and 
the suffrage movement was in the face of the 
American population, with 1913 marking a 
pivotal year! 

As I researched and processed the informa-
tion I was gathering, I realized that I missed 
an opportunity to ask my grandmother her 
thoughts on being born into a world where 
she had no voice.   And the more startling 
realization that it was not so long ago!  

The years leading up to Congress ratifying 
the 19th Amendment on August 18, 1920, 
were full of change.   To name a few, there 
were the effects of industrialization, more 
leisure time, more excess money to spend on 
leisure, the Model T hit the market, the first 
manned flight by the Wright Brothers, WWI, 
the 1918 influenza pandemic, prohibition, 
and in the midst of all this let us not forget 
women’s increasing demand for a voice.   

Image from the Library of Congress

Advertising receipt to attend the March (CBRM collection)
& photo of Suffrage Parade March in D.C. (Library of Congress)

(Continued on page 5)
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The beach further played a role when in 
September of 1913, a “discussion” about the 
suffrage movement was planned in Chesa-
peake Beach between Representative Thom-
as Heflin of Alabama, a well-known suffrage 
opponent and Lucy Burns & Jessie Harsy 
Stubbs, two suffragists from D.C.   This or-
ganized “discussion” appears to not have 
occurred, however the idea that Chesapeake 
Beach was the setting for this event, reinforc-
es the importance of our town as an influen-
tial locale.  There are several articles about 
multiple rallies & mass-meetings planned 
in Chesapeake Beach throughout the 1915 & 
1916 summer seasons.  These meetings, ral-
lies & speeches were held in the Chesapeake 
Beach pavilion.    

Many articles announced that the steamer 
Dreamland was to sail down the bay pick-
ing up rally goers for “Suffrage Day” at the 
beach.    Pamphlets and brochures were 
handed out along the boardwalk.  To top 
this off, the Dreamland sailed down the bay 
flying flags with the suffrage colors from the 
flagstaffs, oh what a sight that must have 
been!  

Some were downright vicious, for example 
this portion of an editorial from a Chesa-
peake Beach woman who wrote in the Balti-
more Sun in 1917 after the U.S. had entered 
the war:  “… obliterate these pests from the 
earth… There is no place for them here… 
Hasn’t our President enough now to battle 
with without being molested with these hor-
rible animals in female attire.” While the suf-
frage movement was on track, clearly it was 
still an uphill battle.

I have not been able to find articles in 1918 
& 1919 about the suffrage movement in 
Chesapeake Beach.  Perhaps I simply missed 
them, or perhaps it was because the suffrag-
ists were busy getting arrested for protest-
ing across from the White House, or being 
force fed in jail in response to their hunger 
strike, or trying to persuade key senators on 
the “suffrage” fence to tip the scale.  What-
ever the reason, I am thrilled that our town 
had a part in the debate, was a meeting point 
for rallies, and I am beyond grateful to these 
brave, strong women who fought to give me 
the right to vote!  

The 19th Amendment...and a world 
of Thanks!
by Kris DeGrace, Collections Manager
(Continued from page 4)

(Continued on page 5)

The Dreamland (CBRM collection)
The movement remained a hot topic, as both 
men and women fell on both sides of the de-
bate.  Newspaper editorials expressed pro 
& anti-suffrage sentiments.  Some of the an-
ti-suffrage sentiments were what you might 
expect, that women belonged in the home 
and not in the sphere of worldly decisions.  

ANNOUNCEMENT!

Due to the current world situation and 
in the interest of conserving funds,

the Board of the 
Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 

in partnership with museum staff 
have made the decision to 

produce The Chesapeake Dispatcher 
primarily in a digital format moving forward.

Starting with this issue, 
The Chesapeake Dispatcher 

will be distributed electronically via email
as well as being posted on 

ChesapeakeBeachRailwayMuseum.org 

If you would like to continue to receive
The Chesapeake Dispatcher, please email

your name and email address to:
cbrailway@calvertcountymd.govcbrailway@calvertcountymd.gov
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Since our last newsletter (November 2019), 
much has changed with the world.

Instead of our Spring Family Fun Day that 
usually occurs mid-May at the Northeast 
Community Center in Chesapeake Beach, we 
are instead coordinating a virtual “Zoom” 
Live Show with “The Science Guys” (see di-
rections to the right on joining in the fun!) 
Online activity/craft details are in the works 
for this show as well. 

We are also hoping to offer online versions 
of the summer children’s program series. 

Follow Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway 
Museum on Facebook or check out 
ChesapeakeBeachRailwayMuseum.org 
for upcoming virtual event details.

Lastly, we are sad to announce that the Sum-
mer Bay Breeze Concert Series has been 
canceled. We are hoping this popular series 
will return in 2021.

2020 Special Event Update by Correine E. Moore, Museum Staff


