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Message From the President Farewell Party 
By Kristen Scott By Kristen Scott 

Usually summertime 


means road trips and 

traveling. As I make plans 

to visit family and friends 

in other states, I always try 


to take time to sightsee at local 
landmarks and historical sites. I am 
always fascinated to learn how places 
came into being and develop over the 
years. I was recently asked what my 
favorite historical site is and I thought 
about places in Baltimore and in DC. I Article begins on page 2. 

Top left: Volunteersthought about the St. Simons Island 
Betty MacDonala and 

lighthouse in Georgia and other places I Pearl Haley. 
have been or those that I wish to go Top middle: John 

see. Riedesel helps re
enact the events. 

However, I always come back to the Top right: Hilary 
Dailey dresses up forChesapeake Beach Railway Museum. I 
the occasion. 

love this town and its history. I know Bottom left: Hilary 
that sometimes I drive my friends and Dailey, John Riedesel 

and Janet Batesfamily crazy as I point out the same 
socialize at the 

landmarks of the CBRY over and over Farewell Party. 

again. But I am very glad to have some Bottom right: Mike Sweeney gives the speech commemorating the 
event. small part in preserving this place. 

Message From the Curator 
By Harriet Stout 

How many times have you heard "I wonder what life was like back then?", or someone, starry-eyed, say "I wish I could have lived 

back then ." Trying to answer either of these questions would be just contributing to a great body of historical gobble-de-gook. 
For most of us, then was the yesterday of our lives; we lived in that then . Our personal history, our life story, has a continuous 
flow. Although we might remember a certain period of our lives as our childhood, we probably would not box it up separately 

from the rest of our lives. 

Our community history also occurs as a continuum. Now becomes then in a blink of the eye. History is what happened five 
minutes ago. Our museum tells the story of then, but that is not isolated from what we are today. Our now has grown out of that 
past; our yesterday was once today. Our tomorrow will soon be our now, and will become our then in a flash. 
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Farewell Party (cont.) 
By Kristen Scott 

On a sunny day on April 15th, a group 

gathered to commemorate the last train 

leaving the Chesapeake Beach station 
in 1935. To get in the spirit, many 

dressed in clothing reminiscent of the 
1930's and the Museum's front door 

was draped in black and the attendees 
wore black armbands in tribute. 

M ike Sweeney was the master of 

ceremonies while John Riedesel 

dressed as a conductor helped to 
reenact the events by calling out "All 
Aboard. " After a short speech detailing 

the highs and lows of the Chesapeake 

Beach Railway, including the head-on 
collision at Dead Man's Curve that 
claimed the lives of two men, Mr. 

Sweeney rang the bell for each year 
that the railway was in service. 

The demise of the Chesapeake Beach 

Railway is a familiar tale to most of us. 

Since the day when the first train pulled 
in on June 9, 1900 to the resort on 

opening day, it ran almost continually 
in the red. The Great Depression 
increased the railway 's financial 

hardships along with the increasing 

popularity of the car lead to the closing 
of the railway. 

Lee H. Rogers passed away on 
December 21, 2011. He was a long 
time member of our Chesapeake Beach 

Railway family and he took an active 
interest in the Museum 
and participated in many of the right of 
way hikes over the years. Lee was an 
invaluable source of information and 
acted to th-e'lV'-useumas a consultant. 
He was among one of the first to be 

asked to host a Bayside Chat, (then 
known as Fireside Chats) as he shared 
his collection of slides of the 

Chesapeake Beach Railway, many 
which had not been viewed before. 

The Chesapeake Dispatcher 
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In Memory of Lee Rogers 

Lee is well-known in railroading circles 

and was one of the founding members 
of the Old Line Railroad Club when he 
was a student at Suitland High School. 

Lee had a passion for railroading and 
a phenomenal memory for rail roading 
events and data. His railroad

pLesen.taiipO.s in tb~_..IIJ~tropolit91J area 
were always highly interesting, placing 
him in high demand for rail-related 
lecture invitations. Professionally, he 

was a well known, international 
transportation specialist, traveling to all 
parts of the world in his attempts to 

solve conveyance problems 

Lee often donated books, photographs 
and other artifacts to different historical 
societies helping to preserve the history 
of the DC area . He not only supported 
the Chesapeake Beach Railway 
Museum but also the DC chapter of the 
National Railway Society, the Baltimore 
Streetcar Museum and the National 
Capitol Trolley Museum among many 
others. Lee died after a brief illness with 
pancreatic cancer. He will be deeply 
missed. 

Lee Rogers (third from left) listens inte ntly during 
the 2009 right of way hike at the Seat Pleasant 

and District Line site. 

Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 

Editor: 	 Kristen Scott 
Contributors: 	 Hilary Dailey, Betty MacDonald, 

Kristen Scott, Harriet Stout, 

Printing: 	 Prince Frederick Graphics & Printing Ctr. 

Mailing: 	 Janet Bates, Betty MacDonald, 
Chuck MacDonald, Nancy Young 
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Page 3 

The Railroad Lantern: Shining the Light on Volunteers 
By Hilary Dailey 


Kristen Scott grew up 
 engines out of candy and rice 

in the Chesapeake krispie treats. The first year we did 

Beach Railway it, we had less than ten kids. This 

Museum ... well, not year, we had over 50 participate." 

literally, but almost! When Ms. 
Currently, Kristen serves as the 

Scott was a young girl, she moved 
President of the FCBRM. Despite

to Chesapeake Beach with her 
working full-time at one job and 

family in the mid-80s to a house 
part-time at another, she continues 

located within a 3-minute walk of 
to tirelessly promote our Museum 

the museum. "When I was young, 
to the community; participating in 

I used to visit the museum at it 
almost all of our outreach events 

was right across the street from 
including the annual Heritage tour, 

me.. .1 always learned or saw 
the Bayside Chats, National Train 

something new whenever I went Volunteers John Riedesel and Kristen Scott at the Chesapeake 

in," she reminisces. Beach Easter Festival handing out candy and toys. 

Fast-forward to 2004, Ms. Scott 

decided to apply for the position of 
"Office Assistant" to the Curator of our 

beloved museum. To her delight, she 

got the job. "I loved being able to walk 

to work - and working with Harriet was 

always fun," she says. "My favorite 

piece in the museum is the fortune

telling weight machine ...you used to be 

able to turn the knob, and I loved 

reading the fortunes, they were always 

funny! " She stayed at that job for 

several years, getting to know all the ins 

and outs of the Museum, then decided 

to move on to work with the Calvert 

Steam into Summer 
By Ha rriet Stout 

The Celebrate Summer Exhibit in 2012, 

"Steam into Summer: The Steamboat 

Era in Chesapeake Beach", will focus on 

the history of steamboats at 

Chesapeake Beach and on the Bay. 

During the winter and spring, Harriet 

Stout , the Curator, has been 

researching the story and searching for 

artifacts and photographs to illustrate 

the theme. The history is full of 

surprises; Harriet has found many turns 

and twist, which will add a great deal of 

interest to the exhibit. 

County Government in another location. 
Lucky for us, Kristen decided to 

continue on with the Museum in the 

capacity of a volunteer, as well as serve 

on the Board of Directors for the 

Friends of the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Museum (FCBRM). 

As a volunteer, Kristen has envisioned 

and brought several of our current 

programs to life including the Sweet 

Treat Express outreach event. "One of 

the programs [I developed) that has 

rea Ily taken off is the Sweet Treat 

Exp ress , where kids create train 

Once again, we ask you to share your 

steamboat artifacts, photographs, and 

memories with us. This will enrich the 

story that we share with our visitors. If 

you have any items that you would like 

to contribute to the summer exhibit, 

please call the curator at 

410·257-3892 to make arrangements 

to loan you r 

treasures to the 

Museum. 

Day, working the table at the 

Chesapeake Beach Easter Festival 

and volunteering at our popular Spring 

and Fall Family Fun Days. This past 

Christmas season, she even decorated 

her own car like a train and drove it in 

the North Beach Holiday Parade, 

tossing candy to the outstretched arms 

of local children. 

Personally, I have never seen Kristen 

without a smile when she talks about 

the museum. It is clear she loves what 

we stand for and is proud of the good 

we provide to the community. Kristen, 

we love you too - Thank You So Much 

for being a part of our volunteer family! 
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Steam into Summer 
By Harriet Stout 

This Memorial Day weekend the Town 

of Chesapeake Beach is going all out to 

honor our military veterans, serving 

military, and military families with The 

Stars and Stripes Festival. Check the 

Town of Chesapeake Beach web site 

for complete details and schedule. 

There will be a variety of activities for 

everyone during the three day 

celebration. 

The Museum is working on an exhibit 

that will show how the Town has 

welcomed wounded warriors in the 

past. We have photographs of 

excursions of WWI veterans coming 

down on the CBR from Walter Reed 

Hospital to enjoy relaxing on the 

Boardwalk. Newspaper articles from 

the 1940's have provided us with 

photos and stories of WWII veterans 

fishing on the Bay. We also have 

photographs from the trips hosted by 

the town in the past few years from 

wounded warriors from our recent 

military engagements in Iran and 

Afghanistan. 

The web address for the Town of 

Chesapeake Beach is: 

http://www.chesapeake-beach.md.us 

Music with a Summer Breeze 
By Betty MacDonald 

It's time to start marking calendars for 

the 2012 Bay Breeze Summer Concert 

Series. Concerts are on the second 

Thursday of the months of June through 

September. A varied and innovative 

program has been arranged to provide 

entertainment for a wide range of 

tastes. 

Beginning June 14th "Two for You" will 

be returning to us by popular demand. 

Ralph and Janet are an energetic duo 

performing a wide variety of musical 

styles from the 40's thru today. 

The ever popular bluegrass band, the 

"Dixie Ramblers" will be returning once 

again on July 12th. This group is under 

the direction of Mike Phipps and they 

never fail to arouse their many devoted 

fans. 

9 th

Chart Toppers" featuring Terry Marsh, 

a popular Baltimore female vocalist 

presenting songs of the big band era 

and Broadway. 

On August , "Show Stoppers and 

"The Dixie Power Trio" with special 

guests will complete the series on 

September 13th • Look forward to an 

evening of authentic New Orleans jazz 

and original compositions, augmented 

for this performance with The New Line 

Brass. A variety of instruments and six 

talented musicians will make you a fan! 

In summary: 

June 14 

MTWO for YOU" 


July 12

MDIXIE RAMBLERS" 


August 9 


MSHOW STOPPERS & CHART TOPPERS" 


September 13 


MTHE DIXIE POWER TRIO" 


All concerts are outdoors on the 

museum porch starting at 7:30 PM and 

are free to the public. 

This series of concerts is made possible 

with the cooperation of the Calvert 

County Commissioners and the 

financial assistance from the HELP 

Associates, Inc. , the Town of 

Chesapeake Beach, the Bates 

Foundation and our generous 
membership. We are grateful for their 

support. Floral arrangements for your 

enjoyment are arranged by the 

Chesapeake Beach Garden Club. 

Refreshments will be provided during 

the intermission. 

Plan to join us for an enjoyable summer 

evening of music. Concerts are 

arranged months in advance and are 

subject to change. Please consult the 

Museum web page www.cbrm.org or 

call the museum at 410-257-3892 for 

current information. 

Two for You performing during the 2011 concert 

series on the Museum porch. 

http:www.cbrm.org
http:http://www.chesapeake-beach.md.us
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Recent Activities 

The Museum is involved in many activities throughout the year that do not always get mentioned in the Newsletter. It is due to 

the dedication of the volunteers, staff along with the generosity of the membership that these programs would not get done. I 
thank each and every one of you for your contributions. 

First Row: Kathryn Dailey makes her train at the Sweet Treat Express; Gordon Reynolds, Curator Harriet Stout and AI Tucker at 
the Jug Bay Tracks Bayside Chat. Reynolds and Tucker were speakers on Jug Bay Sanctuary and Pindell Station; Kathleen 
Scott with parade entry, "Partridge in a Pear Tree". 

Second Row: Maggie Miller directs traffic at the Polar Express. John Riedesel, Bill Santiff and Harriet Stout explore the Rail Trail 

at the Volunteer Workshop; Entry in the North Beach parade. 

Third Row: Hilary Dailey, Porter Welbourne, Joanie Kilmon, Gordon Reynolds, Claudia Welbourne and Xavier Dailey on a special 
hike at Jug Bay Sanctuary along the right of way. Mrs. Cipriani at the holiday party. John Riedesel leads the story of the Polar 

Express as the Conductor. 
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a,P2tNG FaMILY FUN Dayl 
LUau a,- THe &--ra.,-10N 

CHESAPEAKE BEACH RAILWAY MUSEUM 
SUnday rMy 20, 2012 - 1:00 p,m, unfiI4:00 p,m. 

Cheeapeake Bead'! Rsf/wa:y MlEEIUTTl, 4155 MeareAvenue Cheeapeake Bead'!. MD 
(410) 257-3892, WY/W,cbrm,org. cbraifflay@co.ool.md.Ul9 

(NQI;,. All ooll». Uffl$!J 81td""·j"iti"" >lt~l<Aljed 10 Ollif'IiII?} 

CaMe aNO LeaRN HcPW 7'(9 HUL at 

Hu[a Daf'\cerS 


Face. Paif'\tinS 


(\'\oonhOu.hce. 

5it).9o 

LtfT}po 

Crafts 

More 

Th(;llk you to th1O! Calvert CoutTty Board of County (oulln;ssiDnE~5. The 

Fri.."tk 01 Ch"np<l,"~" s.. "oh R;3ilw.-y Mu,<turn, M""I"X Bnx.. \lh.hl :t!1d th .. 

fown of Chesapeal;:e I}each, LookJe U liO'Hn. f'IP~ tlte (]own. 01110(, 

- Center for Children, Fantilsy Wotld £n:tertainmerrt and our'I'O\'Jrrtel!T5. 

Margie
Rectangle



Calvert Conversations 

Calvert Conversations takes place at Calvert Library Twin 

Beaches Branch on the second Thursdays of the month, 

September - May from 10-11 am. Complimentary tea and 

coffee are served. This is an informal gathering of oldies 

and newbies who want to talk about local history. 

Joanie Kilmon, Branch Manager, leads the discussion down 

whichever memory lane the group wants to travel. It is a 
great opportunity to share stories, library resources, and 

each other's interests. Every month something has come 

up about the history of Chesapeake Beach and/or the 

Railway. Come ... tell what you know or learn something 

new! 

A Balmy Summer Christmas 

While it may be early to be thinking about 

Christmas shopping, it is never too early to be 

thinking about the Christmas Parade. The 

Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum enters 

the North Beach Holiday Parade every year. 

This summer I would like to construct an entry 

that would be sturdy enough to stand the test 

of time. If you would like to help, please 

contact Kristen Scott at krescott@aol.com or 
443-486-8893. 

~J ' J \ .J I .J 

~~-r.J ~ 

Upcoming Events 

National Train Day 


May 12, 1:00 pm 


Spring Family Fun Day 


May 20, 1 :00 pm 


Celebrate Summer Exhibit 


Opens 


June 9, 11 :00 am 


Annual Friends Meeting 


June 9, "1-:30 pm 


Volunteer Appreciation Day 


June 9,5:00 pm 


* Kristen Scott House 

4-002 Arcade Ct 


Chesapeake Beach 


Upcoming Events 

Children's Summer Fun ProgTam 


June 14, 10:00 am 


Bay Breeze Concert 


June 14,7:30 pm 


Children 's Summer Fun ProgTam 


July 12, J 0:00 am 


Bay Breeze Concert 


July 12,7:3 0 pm 


Children 's Summer Fun ProgTam 


July 19, 10:00 am 


Children's Summer Fun Program 


July 26, 10:00 am 


Upcoming Events 

Children's Summer Fun Prog-ram 


August 9, J 0 :00 am 


Bay Breeze Concert 


August 9,7:30 pm 


Children's Summer Fun Program 


August 16, 10:00 am 


Bay Breeze Concert 

September 13, 7:30 pm 


Fall Family Fun Day 


October 14-, 1:00 pill 


*Unless otherwise noted all 


Activities are at the Museum 


Call 4·1 0-2 5 7-3~92 
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You're Invited! Have Fun under the Summer Sun 

Let's Celebrate all that Volunteers have Done 

Annual Friends Meeting 

&Volunteer Appreciation 

Saturday, June 9 
4:30 pm-5:00 pm: Meeting 


On Museum Porch 


5:00 pm: Beach Party & Ice-Cream Social! 


Next Door at Kristen's House 


4002 Arcade Ct 


ChesapeaRe Beach 

RSVP: Krescott@aol.com I 443-486-8893 

mailto:Krescott@aol.com
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