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Message from the Curator 
by Harriet M. Stout 

May I be so bold as to speak about the facts of life 
and how we learn them. Do not blush, and do not 
turn the page. I do not refer to intimate personal 
activities, but rather I mean the broad and open 
activities of day to day life in any community. Life 
as we all know it, or life as our predecessors knew 
it, goes on around us continually and leaves be
hind a trail of memories and mementoes. 

Social scientists call these mementoes material 
culture, and archaeologists and museum curators 
call these things artifacts. Mr. Everyman or Ms. 
Everywoman would simply call it stuff. This stuff 
makes up the collections of artifacts which are 
held in historical museums. These repositories of 
the stuff of the past are the place where we can 
go to see and to learn some of the facts of life in 
the past. Stories can be told from these odds and 
ends that were left behind. We may not be able 
to recreate a day in the life of our grandparents, 
but at least we can see some of the interesting and 
unusual things that were a part of that day. 

Come to the Museum this summer and learn 
the facts of life though the artifacts we have on 
display. Enjoy the 2014 exhibit: ''ARTIFACTS: 
Learning the Facts of Life and History from the 
Stuff They Left Behind': 

Message from the President 
by Hilary Dailey 

Our Summer Bay Breeze Concert Series has been 
a mainstay at the Beach for over 20 years. This 
year, we'd like to remind you that the concerts will 
be on Tuesday nights instead of Thursdays. Same 
great music, different night! See you at the Beach! 

Trails to Rails to Trails: The Story of Route 260 
by John Riedesel 

"You can't get there from here:' In the first two 
decades of the 20th Century, that would be the 
response to the question, "How do you get to 
Chesapeake Beach by car?" During that time, 
beachgoers came by train, the raison d'etre for the 
Chesapeake Beach Railway (CBRY). But Henry 
Ford saw it differently, and by 1920, people want
ed to drive to the Beach in their Model T's. 

Even before then, you could get into Calvert 
County by auto. If coming from Washington, 
you drove out what is now Old Marlboro Pike, 
through "downtown" Upper Marlboro, across the 
Patuxent on Hill's Bridge to Wayson's Corner, up 
to Mount Zion (present-day Lothian), then south 
on Route 2 (or at least an earlier, winding version 
of it) into Calvert. In fact, you could go all the way 
to Prince Frederick and even Solomons on a road 
of sorts. But you couldn't drive to Chesapeake 
Beach. There was undoubtedly a network of farm 
lanes in the area designed for wagon travel, but 
not for the weight and high volume demands of 
beach-bound automobiles. (continued on page 2) 

Conductor fohn Riedesel and Kathrytl Dailey pose with a 1931 Ford 
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Trails to Rails to Trails: The Story of Route 260 
by John Riedesel (continued) 

That changed in the early 1920s when a grav
el road was built eastward off Route 2 at Mount 
Harmony Methodist Church (our present-day 
Mount Harmony Road) through Paris, where it 
crossed the CBRY on a one-lane wooden bridge, 
and on into the Beach. It was a winding, hilly 
road following what is now Horace Ward Road, 
Wards Chapel Road, and Cox Road. Automobile 
access to the Beach was one of the reasons for the 
demise of the railroad a dozen years later. 

Meanwhile, other road dreams were stirring. In 
the late 1920s, there was a desire to have direct ac
cess into Calvert from the newly opened Robert 
Crain Highway (present-day US 301) via a route 
that would avoid the long way around through 
Mount Zion (Lothian). By 1930, MD 416 (now 
Route 4) was constructed from Wayson's through 
Dunkirk to Sunderland. It was the county's first 
paved road. Shortly thereafter, Mount Harmony 
Road was extended westward from Mount Har
mony Church to connect with the new road about 

. a mile south of Dunkirk. Now folks. could come 
to the Beach through Marlboro to Wayson's, then 
take the new MD 416 through Dunkirk, turn left 

onto Mount Harmony Road, and drive straight 
(well, sort of straight) to the water. That longer 
version of Mount Harmony Road, from Route 
416 to Chesapeake Beach, became the original 
MD 260. Meanwhile, the eastern end of 260 was 
improved and straightened, eliminating the Ward 
and Cox road alignments. 

On April 15, 1935, the CBRY ceased operations, 
and soon all the rails were torn up, leaving a na
ked right-of-way, which sat vacant and unused 
for a decade. In 1946, the State Roads Commis
sion built a road on the old right -of-way eastward 
from Owings to connect with MD 260 at Paris. 
Eight years later the section from Owings west
ward to Route 416 was completed, and in 1956 
Route 260 was relocated from Mount Harmony 
Road to its present alignment, making a beach 
excursion even shorter for Washington area res
idents. In 1965, Route 416 was re-designated 
as Route 4, which now runs along with Route 2 
from Sunderland to Solomons, then over Thomas 
Johnson Bridge into St. Mary's County. 

Many fragments of olci alignments of today's 
roads are still visible if you know where to look. 
Buy me lunch and I'll take you back a hundred 
years on a driving tour. 

Interpretive Sign for Route 261 Bridge 
by Harriet M. Stout 

The State Highway Department has begun the 
work of replacing and updating the Route 261 
bridge across Fishing Creek in Chesapeake Beach. 
As well as engineering the design and construc
tion of the bridge, the state will also erect an in
terpretive sign near or on the bridge which will 
tell its history. 

The curator, Harriet Stout, and the collections 
manager, Kristin DeGrace, have been working 
with Rebecca Howell Crew, architectural histo
rian in the Cultural Resource Section, Environ
mental Planning Division for the Maryland State 
Highway Administration, to select photographs 
and write historical text for the sign. The Mu
seum has contributed photographs of the ear-

Fishing Creek Bridge (far back left), 1930's 

ly wooden bridge and the current bridge in the 
1950's, as well as photos of Fishing Creek and 
the resort environs. Several interesting images 
of early Chesapeake Beach have come to light 
during this research. We look forward to seeing 
the finished interpretive sign when the project is 
completed. 

2 




Meet Nicholas Dennis of the Belvedere Hotel 
by Harriet M. Stout 

Nicholas Dennis is a name that is almost forgotten 
today in Chesapeake Beach. But in the glory days 
of the early resort, Nick Dennis was the popular 
manager of the Belvedere Hotel and the Casino 
restaurant. He also managed the Dennis Hotel 
and two attached restaurants during the winter 
months in St. Petersburg, Florida. Although the 
Belvedere Hotel was lost to fire in 1923, the Den
nis Hotel still exists in Florida and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

The Museum was contacted this winter by a 
member of the Dennis family. Kathleen Master
son, wife of Nick Dennis's grandson, was seek
ing additional pictures of the Belvedere and any 
information we might have. We shared several 
things from our collection, and in return we re
ceived copies of family photographs, newspaper 
clippings, and family memories. Ms. Masterson 
returned far more to us than we were able to share 
with her. 

In another twist on the history of the Dennis 
enterprises, we discovered that CBRM volun
teer, Charles "Chuck" MacDonald, whose fami
ly moved to Florida when he was a young man, 
worked at the Dennis Hotel as a bellhop during 
his last year in High School. He had been ac
quainted with several generations of the Dennis 
family during that time, and he had fond memo
ries of his time at the Dennis Hotel. What a small 
world it is! 

We would like to thank Ms. Masterson, as well 
as Chuck MacDonald, for sharing their stories 
about Mr. Dennis with us. These stories, as well 
as the photographs, help bring to life one of the 
characters who played an interesting and import
ant role in the of Ches eake Beach. 

Nicholas Dennis with his bride, Sophia Gzanes, 1914 

HOf t\. b(1Ulr"IIICN:.1 1I IIII I ~J. "" 01 "'..... CAr.:t (lU", U"~o.ll' .IUI M .... la..;. , 

Postcard: Hotel Dennis, SI. Petersburg, Florida 

Postcard: Belvedere Hotel, Chesapeake Beach, Maryland 
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"NERVO" 
The Human 

" 

Comet 

N£RVO p.lungu; h~a<1 (lown\\'ard. from D. ln~Dl(:'Hlou8 

helgt,t. la.nc'Hng upon" soHei curv ed b(lnrd,w6.)', 'I'ner~ L~ 
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ucath-(Je!ylllE: and aenaatlonul, Olnd hold!! tho f;\>oclulor 


In bre-a lhlcs~ expecta.tlon. 


Adfor ''Nervo'' The Human Comet, 

July 1 •. 1916, Fort Wayne Weekly _Sentinal, Indiana 


"Lit Ie E:lele:' the cha.mpion bt@rb I 
diver o t the world. III I' lole er en
gagement at Cheaap&a ke Beach 8undllY 
evening next, She I I ..Ivi Ii I_a free 
eXh ibition dally. a nI! a fter CO~I" I"'lO 
of hili englLIement IIhe w Ill ve no 
f urther exhlbltlonll, a. aM la e vln g 
to r ChtCR8'0 to bave an Qperatlon per, 
formed on hf'lr y"lI. which II v been 
Inj u red by the ten-I OC hnpa.ot or the 
wat~r 

N"ext week Capt. Tlebor', e.1 'l c a t eo1 
aea la and Ilea IIlmp w ill be th Cre,. nt 
tractIon both af t.rnoon . and e V ftl1 ln&"1L 
Theae oe.an lLn lmal ll play mull1cal I n
Itrum nta. balanc e them.~Jv • on tI ~h l 
w I re , jU Cl'te. cli mb lll.ddera. box : In (ac t. 
do 8v e ryth l n8" but talk It la an educa
tional aa well a. amu.tnc exhIbition. 
and many bo ncb att ndln e 
beach next week w111 w ltbout doubl ell 
J07 tbe_ tree abow~~. 

Adfor Little Elsie's appearance in Chesapeake Beach, 

July 15,1916, The Washington Post 


The Hellkvists, high, fancy, and fire 
divers . wlll c1o!'.e their engagement at 
Chesapeake Beach next Sunday. attn 

, a most successful stay or two weeks. 
C'ommencin!l Monday, a double bill will ! 
b e ,g-iven "\Yastlka and his educated 
seals will give exhih\tlons dally at 3 
and ~ o'c lock, These seals appear 
ClimMt human. They perform their 
juggling, acrnbatic, and aerial aCls'l 
with a deF'ree ot intelligence that III 
amp.7ing , . . 

Adfor The Hellkvists appearance in Chesapeake Beach, 

July 5,1917, The Washington Post 


They Just Don't Make Shows Like They Used To ... 
by Kris DeGrace, Collections Manager 

Who doesn't remember Little Elsie? Nervo the 
Human Comet? The Hellkvists? Okay... I don't 
either, but wow do I wish I did! I have been ab
sorbed in searching through old newspaper ar
chives and have found the most interesting things. 

I found articles and ads for a series of thrilling 
high dive acts and other entertainers that per
formed at Chesapeake Beach from about 1913 to 
1918. Each act seemed to get more fantastic than 
the last. 

In 1913, a special diving act was secured for Ches
apeake Beach called "Nervo" the Human Comet, 
one of my favorites, by name anyway. He would 
dive from a 90 foot platform, land on his chest 
on some sort of ramp (I think made of wood... 
ouch!), then fly through the air into the water. 
He shows up in articles and ads throughout the 
country with his death defying dives! 

In 1915, a "champion lady high diver" named 
Little Elsie was hired by-the Chesapeake Beach 
management as an exciting high diving act. She 
would dive from a platform 125 feet in the air into 
a tank of just 4 feet of water! 

Another act that seemed to draw big crowds were 
the Hellkvists, a man and a woman team from 
Sweden, that not only dove from dizzying heights, 
but they set their suits on fire before diving into a 
tiny tank of water... and in some of the articles, it 
appears that the tank of water was also set on fire. 
And I only thought these things happened in the 
cartoons! 

A few other notable acts were the Clark Razil
lians, an acrobatic aerial troupe, Wastika and 
his educated seals, Vallecita's five trained Indian 
leopards, Howard's trained bears, and Worm
wood's apes and monkeys with their tricks and 
antics. Many of these headliners showed up in 
ads together along the East Coast where they 
performed in amusement parks similar to Ches
apeake Beach. They really knew how to put on a 
show back then! 
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Spotlight on the Stations 

Presentation on the Upper Marlboro Station 
by Michael Sweeney 

The Town of Upper Marlboro Historic Commit
tee welcomed CBRM Volunteer, Mike Sweeney, 
to their monthly meeting on March 15th to pres
ent a history of the Chesapeake Beach Railway 
Upper Marlboro station, the halfway point of the 
railroad between Washington, D.c. and Chesa
peake Beach. 

About 15 members of the Committee learned 
about the history, construction and site layout 
of the station, as well as the influence the Chesa
peake Beach Railway had on the development of 
the town. A short site visit to the station site and 
adjacent rail yard was conducted after the presen
tation. 

Also of interest were the car / train accidents that 
occurred at and near the station, which claimed a 
total of five lives. This presentation was the first 
time that the Committee had heard of these un
fortunate events, which will be added to the Up
per Marlboro's annual Ghost Tour. 

-
Upper Marlboro Station, 1910 from "Otto Mears goes East: The 

Chesapeake Beach Railway" 

, 
Upper Marlboro Station shortly before it was destroyed by fire in 

1962 from "Otto Mears goes East: The Chesapeake Beach Railway" 

Annual Heritage Tour 
by John Riedesel 

On a pleasant April morning, about two dozen 
train and history buffs gathered at the Museum 
for the annual Heritage Tour. Armed with maps 
and other information, the group traveled to four 
significant sites along the old CBRY right-of-way. 

The first stop was the site of the station in Upper 
Marlboro, a major location along the railroad 
"back in the day:' The building no longer exists, 
having burned in the 1960's, but the location and 
extent of the structure and surrounding tracks 
can be determined with accuracy because of re
search done by Mike Sweeney. The group was 
met at the site by Brian Callicot, archivist for the 
newly-formed Upper Marlboro Historical Com
mittee, and Kate Germano, president of that or
ganization. 

Next, we traveled down Croom and Mount 
Calvert roads to the site where CBRY crossed the 
Patuxent River. The swing bridge, which carried 
the tracks across is long gone, but the large, round, 
concrete pivot on which the bridge turned is still 
quite visible in the middle of the river. 

The third stop on the tour was the location of the 
interchange between CBRY and the erstwhile Bal
timore & Potomac Railroad, located along pres
ent-day Maude Savoy Brown Road, just off Route 
301, southeast of Marlboro. There, the two rail
roads had the ability to exchange rolling stock. 
The old B&P is still very much alive as CSX's Popes 
Creek Line which provides coal for Morgantown 
and Chalk Point electric generating plants. 

Finally the group traveled down Pindell Road to 
the site of the former CBRY Pindell station, ware
house, and store. Today one finds only rotting 
timbers and tumbled bricks, but the right-of-way 
is clearly in evidence. Mike Sweeney gave infor
mative remarks about the significance ofeach site. 
The Heritage Tour is held each year on the first 
Saturday in April, and the public is invited to par
ticipate. 

5 



Recent Special Events 


Families make train engines out of sweet treats at the 

Annual Sweet Treat Express Workshop 


Engineer John leads the train ofchildren while 

Harriet poses with her doggies at the Holiday Parade 


The crowd listens to Mike Sweeney at the 

Heritage Hike 


Harriet leads the Volunteer Workshop 

- 1--- "", - - .- - -- . 

John, Kris and Hilary at the Chesapeake Beach 

Easter Festival 


The Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 

are now accepting Nominations for Board Positions. 


Please communicate nominations to Tanet Bates. Nominating Chair: 301-855-8915 by Tune I. 2014. 


Joanie, Hilary and Kathryn in their 1930's outfits at 
the Farewell Ceremony 

Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum, PO Box 1227, Chesapeake Beach, Maryland 20732 
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COIning SUInIner 2014... 

Looking at the Stuff of History 
by Harriet M. Stout 

Call it a smorgasbord. Call it potpourri. Call it 
odds and ends. This summer our special exhibit 
will feature miscellaneous items that make up the 
stuff of history. Over the years the Museum has 
collected a number of artifacts that give us hints 
about our community's past, but taken individu
ally they may not belong to any particular group 
of things. There are many stories that can be told 
through this collection of miscellaneous objects, 
and we will try to do so this summer. Be sure to 
visit the Museum and have a look at the exhibit, 
''ARTIFACTS: Learning the Facts of Life and His
tory from the Stuff They Left Behind': 

Ifyou have any items that help tell our local story, 
please contact the Museum: 410-257-3892 

Bay Breeze Summer Concert Series 2014 
by Hilary Dailey 

In order to coordinate our events with those of 
the Resort, the Bay Breeze Summer Concerts will 
be held on Tuesday evenings this year. 

Correine Moore has put together a wonderful 
line-up for us this time around, and kicking off 
the season on Tuesday, June 10th at 7:30pm on 
the porch of the Museum will be Ruthie and the 
Wranglers, a rootsy, high-spirited crowd-please
ing band. Next up, on Tuesday, July 8th will be 
crowd-favorites, the Dixie Ramblers with their 
toe-tapping bluegrass melodies. 

As summer rolls on, we'll be treated to the jazzy 
stylings of the Barry Gurley Trio on Tuesday, Au
gust 12th, and finishing out our concert series 
on Tuesday, September 9th we'll be taking a trip 
down to Louisiana with the sounds of Dixie Pow
er Trio with the New Line Brass. 

Our summer concerts start at 7:30pm on the out
door porch of the Museum and are always FREE 
and open to all! 
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Dioramas of the Past 
by Janet Bates 

For sometime now I have been making dioramas 
of seasonal themes for the museum from our by
gone eras. These have included a Band Shell, an 
Outdoor Christmas scene and the Arrival of the 
"Dreamland" Steamship at Chesapeake Beach. 
They are all in miniature settings which have 
included tiny musical instruments, post cards, 
books such as "The Chesapeake Beach Railway" 
and "Polar Express;' furniture and many other 
items related to the various themes. 

This summer I have assembled a diorama depict
ing a Chesapeake Beach Ticket Office. Some of 
the tickets are for the Great Derby Rollercoast
er and carousel, the Bath House and for Bathing 
Suits. While the man purchases tickets, his young 
son is hoping his mother will buy popcorn from 
the old fashioned machine. 

The exhibit will be located by the TV this summer 
and I hope when you visit our museum, you'll en
joy seeing scenes from the past. 

"Chesapeake Beach Ticket Office" by Janet Bates 

Th e Dixie Ramblers always entertain! 



• • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • •• • •• • 

USA 

Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 
PO Box 1227 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
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Margie Bliss 
88 Piikoi Street, 3801 
Honolulu, HI 96814 

Upcoming Events 


•• 
You're Invited! 

• Annual Meeting of the 
Friends of the• Chesapeake Beach 

• Railway Museum• 
• Monday, June 9th at 7:00pm 

• 
on the porch of the• Railway Museum 

• Come vote for Board Members 
and hear about . comi1 events! 

FREE Summer Family Fun Activities will be on 

Thursdays at the Museum from 10:00-11:OOam 


for children and their families 
featuring games, stories and crafts! 

Dates: June 26, July 10, 17, 24 and 31 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
• 


Sunday, May 18, 2014: Spring Family Fun Day 
1:OO-4:00pm at the Museum *FREE* 

Tuesday, June 10,2014: Bay Breeze Summer Concert: 

Ruthie and the Wranglers 


7:30pm at the Museum *FREE* 

Tuesday, July 8,2014: Bay Breeze Summer Concert: 

Dixie Ramblers 


7:30pm at the Museum *FREE* 

Tuesday, August 12, 2014: Bay Breeze Summer 

Concert: Barry Gurley Trio 


7:30pm at the Museum *FREE* 

Tuesday, September 9,2014: Bay Breeze Summer 

Concert: Dixie Power Trio wI the New Line Brass 


7:30pm at the Museum *FREE* 

Sunday, October 12, 2014: Fall Family Fun Day 
1 :OO-4:00pm at the Museum *FREE* 
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