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Message from the Curator 
by Harriet M. Stout 

Consider the spider's web. It is perhaps the stron
gest fiber known to man. Scientists have not been 
able to quite figure it out, and they certainly have 
not been able to reproduce it. It is intricately wo
ven and connects to many different things in its 
surrounding environment, a branch, a blade of 
grass, the railing of the porch. It serves a very 
practical purpose by helping the spider secure 
something for dinner. Finally, it is a beautiful 
construction, catching the light just right or high
lighted by the morning dew. 

Now consider our Museum. Woven together by 
strong fibers made ofsomewhat undefinable com
ponents; we would have trouble breaking it down 
to the particular elements. It is connected to many 
different parts of our community and many dif
ferent people. It serves a very practical purpose 
by catching and focusing people's interest in the 
history of our town. The exterior of the old his
toric station building and the exhibits inside, as 
well as the people who bring the Museum alive, 
create a place to learn that has its own particular 
and very special beauty. 

Come. Get caught in the web of our history. 

Message from the President 
by Hilary Dailey 

My husband and I have two young children who 
make the holidays a big deal in our house. Two of 
my family's favorite winter events are sponsored 
by the Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway 
Museum: The Annual Open House (Dec 8) and 
the dramatic reading of the Polar Express by Con
ductor John Riedesel (Dec 20). You're invited too! 
Check out the back page of the newsletter for de
tails and we'll see you there! Happy Holidays! 

Adventures along the Railway Trail 
by John Riedesel and Mike Sweeney 

Mark Twain had his Innocents Abroad, Rob
ert Frost his Two Tramps in Mud Time, and the 
CBRY Museum has Mike and John's Excellent 
Adventures. If you have walked the Chesapeake 
Beach Railway Trail all the way to the old Fish
ing Creek trestle, you may have looked with cu
riosity across the creek where the CBRY right-of
way continues through the woods and wetlands. 
Perhaps you conjured up a vision of a snorting, 
hissing steam engine pulling a train of excit
ed day-trippers toward the amusement park at 
Chesapeake Beach. 
(continued on page 2) 

Continuation oj right-oj-way beyond the end oj the Railway Trail 

at Fishing Creek trestle. 
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Adventures along the Railway Trail (continued) 
by John Riedesel and Mike Sweeney 

Mike Sweeney and John Riedesel wanted to do 
more than just imagine. They wanted to walk 
that right-of-way and relive those early adven
tures. In three excursions this past spring and 
summer, after securing the necessary permis
sions, they explored the line from the location of 
Pushaw Station-last stop on the railroad before 
the Beach-down to a point just opposite the end 
of the Railway Trail, a distance of about one-and
a-half miles and a drop in elevation of 140 feet. 
No Museum personnel had investigated this por
tion of right-of-way for many years. 

The intrepid explorers found some surprises 
along the way, got lost a time or two, filled in some 
puzzle pieces, and discovered other questions to 
ponder. Most of the right-of-way is quite walk
able, though in places they did encounter thorny 
undergrowth, spider webs, muddy puddles, and 
fallen trees. The route is still easy to identify by 
cuts and fills through which the railroad ran. On 
their first venture, Mike and John were aided by 
Jon Peake, who was in the area checking his traps. · 
He must have wondered why two old -guys were 
tramping through the woods and weeds on a 
March afternoon. 

An unexpected surprise came when Mike and 
John encountered a stream leading off of Fish
ing Creek, draining a low, marshy area between 
Pushaw Station Road and Richfield Station sub
division. The railroad had to cross this water
course, and at first it was not clear how this was 
accomplished. By piecing together clues from 
several sources, Mike and John decided there 
must have been a fill built across this stream with 
a culvert to carry its waters into Fishing Creek. 
In all likelihood, this was also the site of the "big 

coming down from Pushaw Station. 
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blowout;' a devastating weather-related event oc
curring in the lifetime of older residents some 
years after the railroad _ceased running. During 
a bad storm, perhaps a hurricane, the force and 
weight of water backing up behind the fill com
pletely demolished it. 

Another goal for Mike and John's explorations 
was to locate the site of the infamous July 2, 1900, 
head -on collision between two CBRY trains, 
which resulted in two deaths and much damage 
to railroad equipment. Using information from 
Ames Williams' book, The Chesapeake Beach 
Railway, they found the most likely site of that 
accident. 

Part of the right-of-way explored by Mike and 
John lies on private property, and part on Ches
apeake Beach town property. The town portion 
is what one sees when one looks across Fishing 
Creek from the end of the Railway Trail. Ches
apeake Beach Mayor Bruce Wahl reports that 
plans are being made to extend the trail across the 
creek about another quarter mile toward the site 
of the big blowout, along the town portion of the 
old rail line. We look forward to a time when our 
annual Heritage Tour will include this territory. 

2 




2013 Accessions 
Donations 

Thank You! 

Diane Pry: Long Skirt, 1900s 

Ann Wagner: Carnival Cane 

Commissioner Susan E. Shaw: Tokens, 2 rolls (Uncle Billie's) 

Joanie Kilmon: DVD Film Footage, early CB 1940s/50s 

Jeffrey Nieman: Mattock Head (tool) 

Bruce Marshall: EW Roundhouse Sign 

Rabbi Randall Schoch: Oil Painting, tobacco farming 

Anna Westinghouse Broadway: Oil Painting of CBRM, by Elmer Sauer 

Steve & Julia White: Cup & Saucer, B&O 1927 Centennial, Shenango China 

Steuart Flynn: Deed, original to parcel of land in CB, 1900 

Adrian Birney: Mustard Pot w/ saucer, "Santa Fe" logo 

Anonymous: Oil can & lamp 

Tim Anderson: Photo copy ofletter dated June 22, 1899: trip to CB 

Donation: Deed to Chesapeake Beach Property 
by Harriet M. Stout 

The Museum recently received the donation of a 
deed to a parcel of property in Chesapeake Beach 
purchased by Frances Virginia Steuart in 1900 
bearing the signature of Otto Mears (see photo 
right). The deed was donated by Steuart Flynn, 
a distant cousin of the above-mentioned Ms. 
Steuart. He gave it in memory of his brother John 
E. Flynn and his aunt Catherine Flynn, who had 
preserved the deed in her personal documents 
for many years. 

The deed is for the parcel of land designated as 
"Lot 2, in Block 51, Plat No.1 of Chesapeake 
Beach:' 

The Museum Staff is currently researching the lo
cation of this parcel through the examination of 
early plat maps of the town. Look for an update 
on the location of this property in a future news
letter. 
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Deed from the year 1900 signed by Otto Mears, the man who 

conceptualized Chesapeake Beach (Signature bottom right) 
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Washin~101l ' s Sal1 Water 

2013 Accessions 

Purchases 


-11 b & w postcards 

-6 leather postcards 

-20 color postcards 

-Photograph, 8x10, b & w, Engine 101 EWR 

-Music roll (perforated paper) for Player Piano: "Sailing Down the Chesapeake Bay" 

-Edison Phonograph Cylinder: "Sailing Down the Chesapeake Bay" 

-Shellac/Resin Record (Disc): "Sailing Down the Chesapeake Bay" 

-Tin box, sharks teeth found at Camp Roosevelt 1929 

-Matchbook cover, Wesley Stinnett's Restaurant 

-Duck Figurine, souvenir of Chesapeake Beach Park (see facing page photo) 

-1912 Chesapeake Beach Souvenir Booklet, 5c 

-Photo Arriving at Chesapeake Beach, c. 1920's, From The Baltimore Sun 

-USGS Map, North Beach, Md. Quadrangle, 1953 

Acquistion: Original Souvenir Booki!l $ollmil :t.!3ook 01 ~hesap e ak8 :fB each, flDd, by Harriet M. Stout 

The Museum has at last obtained an original copy 
of the 1912 Souvenir Book of Chesapeake Beach 
(see photo left). We were able to purchase a copy 
on EBay earlier this fall. It is an exact copy of 
the Souvenir Book that we sell in facsimile in the 
Museum Store. 

Until now, the only original copies in the Muse
um collection were later undated editions, priced 
at "10 cents". This early edition is priced at an 
economical "5 cents". Many of the photographs 
and advertisements in the later edition are differ
ent, although much of the booklet uses the same 
text and images. 

Resort 	 This is an item we have long sought for the collec
tion, so it is with great pleasure that the curator 
announces its acquisition. 

F l< I C 1 5 	 E N TS 
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Duck Figurine, souvenir ofChesapeake Beach Park 

purchased by the curator for Summer 2014 Exhibit 

Postcard detail featllring Chesapeake Beach Park Carousel 

Did you miss the Donovan Sisters' 
"Memories ofChesapeake Beach Park" 

talk and slide presentation? 

Well, you're in luck! 

Encore presentation at 

Calvert Library Prince Frederick 


March 11,2014, at 7:00 pm *FREE* 


Plans for Summer 2014 Exhibit 
by Harriet M. Stout 

The Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum's exhib
it next summer will focus on how and what we 
learn about history from stuff. The Museum col
lection has many miscellaneous and interesting 
items, and each of these has a story to tell. Some 
have particularly interesting stories to tell about 
Chesapeake Beach or North Beach. Put together, 
these individual artifacts can truly enrich and en
liven and expand the history of the Beaches. 

This is the time to bring out your odd and unusual 
and unmatched souvenirs. If you have any items, 
documents, or photographs that might help to 
tell the story, please contact the curator, Harriet 
Stout, at the Museum 410-257-3892 or online at 
stouthm@co.cal.md.us 

Look for the Celebrate Summer 2014 Exhibit, 
''ARTIFACT*'' = FACTS OF LIFE AND HISTO
RY. *Webster's Dictionary: ''An object produced 
by human workmanship ...". 

Remembering Volunteer Phyllis Campbell 
by Joanie Kilmon 

Over the years, the 
Railway Museum has 
relied on the expertise 
of many people who 
helped in one way or 
another in shaping our 
little Museum. One 
such person was Phyl
lis Campbell. She spent 
her winters in Ches
apeake Beach from 
1988-2008. For many of 
those years, she worked 

countless hours organizing and cataloging boxes 
of letters, receipts, and other papers pertinent to 
our early resort years. She was not only a librar
ian/archivist, she had a keen interest and appre
ciation for our local history and knew the value 
of saving and making available old documents. 
Our good friend, Phyllis, died October 7, 2013. 
The valued legacy she left behind will remain as a 
treasured pathway to our past. 
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Monte Carlo of the East ... or not. 
by Kris DeGrace 

I have recently been searching newspaper ar
chives for information about Chesapeake Beach. 
I was excited to find several articles from the turn 
of the twentieth century about the founding of 
our town. I was even more fascinated by the 
magnitude of the plans for our sweet little town! 

I had seen the early drawings and read the pro
spectus for the town from the Museum archives, 
but I guess I always thought the plans were more 
of a pipe dream, rather than a near reality. 

It is well known that by 1900, Otto Mears and 
his partners had intended to make Chesapeake 
Beach the "Monte Carlo" of the East Coast. I was 
surprised, however, to find articles from all over 
the United States heavily marketing Chesapeake 
Beach as the next major gambling hub. The town 
was to cater particularly to the wealthy and the 
high-rollers, specifically stating that the resort "is 
not for the enjoyment of the Calvert county citi
zens" [The Debuque Herald, Iowa, November 11, 
1900]. These articles seemed to be spreading the 
word that Chesapeake Beach was a "must visit" 
spot. 

The Maryland laws at that time period appear to 
give the town the ability to operate as an entity 
of its own. According to an article in The New 
York Times, December 18, 1900, a charter grant
ed by the legislature of Maryland made it possi
ble for stockholders to legally control the town. 
This obviously gave the stockholders (the Resort 
company) a huge amount of control. The plan 
was to have a "sumptuous clubhouse" (The Belve
dere Hotel), drinking year round, poker, roulette, 
other games of chance, horse racing from early 
December until early April, accommodations for 
yacht owners, and of course the summer draw 
of the beach. Clearly the original intent for the 
town was to have year round financial gains, fo
cusing on the high-class, high-end gambling as 
the main and more desirable draw. 

At some point, the Chesapeake Beach "idea" and 
the Chesapeake Beach "reality" became vast
ly different. I searched for evidence that would 

The Belevedere Hotel, a "sumptuous clubhouse" ? 

explain why Chesapeake Beach did not become 
the gambling center it was intended to be. It is 
possible that the charter giving unlimited power 
to the stockholders was repealed. I have found 
nothing to definitively spell out what happened 
with the gambling laws. Perhaps it had more to 
do with the growing anti-gambling sentiment in 
the United States as a whole in the early 1900s. 
By 1910 most forms of gambling were outlawed. 

Although the founders had enough money, in
terest and ihvestors in the town, from what it 
looks like, the timing for Chesapeake Beach to 
be the "Monte Carlo" of the East, was simply 
not right. The articles show the plan in motion, 
grand openings were announced, buildings built 
and games of chance were lined up. However, all 
of these plans appear to have fallen victim to the 
growing anti-gambling morality in the 1900s, 
which obviously altered the outcome. By the 
time certain forms of gambling were becoming 
legal and socially acceptable in the 1930s, the 
dynamics of Chesapeake Beach had changed. 
Ideas had shifted and our town entered into a 
new chapter of its life ... this time without the 
train. 

One can only guess what Chesapeake Beach 
would be now if the founders' vision had be
come a reality. Personally, however, I love our 
town just the way it is. 

Editor's Note: Kris DeGrace is Collections Manager 
for the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 
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Recent Special Events 

' Special to The 
Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 

Summer Baybreeze Concert Series 
by Correine E. Moore 

The thing about Mother Nature is that she is 
non-negotiable and does not have a predictable 
schedule! Knowing and accepting those facts 
when you plan outdoor events is part of the deal. 
The 2013 Bay Breeze Concert Series fell prey to 
extreme weather conditions resulting in two of 
the concerts being canceled. 

However, the first time appearance by the jazz 
quartet of the USNA, Commandant's Combo, 
made for a pleasant evening and the perennial fa
vorite of the Bay Breeze Concert Series, The Dixie 
Ramblers, made their successful annual appear
ance. 

The concerts continue to be a wonderful addition 
to the Museum's presence in spite of the challeng
es that present themselves. 

Please note that next year's concert series will take 
place on Tuesday nights instead ofThursday nights. 
This change was made so we could coordinate our 
events with Rod eN' Reel's events. 

We will remind everyone of the change when the 
concerts start up in 2014! 

Welcome to our newest 
Business Member: 

for their continued support of su ccessful events such as 
Family Fun Days and the Children's programs! 

The Twin Beach Players: 
http://twinbeachplayers. com/ 

Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum, PO Box 1227, Chesapeake Beach, Maryland 20732 

Bi-Annual Newsletter 
Editor: Hilary Dailey 

Contributors: 
Hilary Dailey, Kris DeGrace, Joanie Kilmon, Correine E. Moore, 

John Riedesel, Harriet M. Stout, Michael Sweeney 
Printing: 
Cut Sheets 
Mailing: 

Janet Bates, Betty MacDonald, Chuck MacDonald, Nancy Young 
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4155 Mears Ave 
Chesapeake Beach, Maryland 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, December 8, 2013: Holiday Open House 
2:00-4:00pm at the Museum 

Friday, December 20, 2013: Dramatic Reading of 
the "Polar Express" by Conductor John 

Contact Railway Museum for details: 410-257-3892 

Saturday, AprilS, 2014: Heritage Hike 
Contact Railway Museum for details 410-257-3892 

Sunday, April 13, 2014: Farewell Ceremony 
11:46am sharp on the porch of the Museum 

Saturday, May 10, 2014: National Train Day 
Contact Railway Museum for details: 410-257-3892 

Sunday, May 18, 2014: Spring FamilrFun Day 
1:00-4:00pm at the AJuseurn . 
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