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Message from the Division Chief
by Jeff Murray, Division Chief

“Here comes the train!”
Don’t those words sound exciting? Of course
they do – waiting for a train brings a lot of
anticipation and expectations, and when it
finally arrives it’s a welcome sight. For the
Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum, the
train is on the way. After many months of
visioning, planning, designing and building,
the installation of the museum’s new permanent exhibit is set to begin. By the time you
read this, much of the work should be completed. There is more that staff will need to
do in order to prepare the exhibit for a public
opening, but not since the museum’s opening in 1979 has there been such a seminal institutional moment.

Ready...set....!

further develop the vision in 2019 and 2020,
and the result will be a radical transformation of the museum’s interior that will significantly enhance the visitor experience.
At the same time (on a parallel track), through
the efforts of former General Services director Wilson Freeland and others, the museum
acquired the use of the former Randle Cliff
school near Chesapeake Beach.

It took great effort to get here. Former Calvert
Marine Museum director and recent Friends
board member Sherrod Sturrock, former
Railway Museum curator Carey Crane and
Railway Museum staff members Correine
Moore and Kris De Grace, along with the
board members of the Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum, provided
much of the vision to get the ball rolling in
2018.
They were looking for more than just a modernization of the museum’s interior – they
wanted to tell the stories of Chesapeake
Beach and its unique development through
different lenses. The team worked hard to

Randle Cliffs school building

In 2018, the vision for this building was for it
to serve as a place where museum collections
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Amid all of this, the Railway Museum also
has a new website! I invite you to check it
out:

by Jeff Murray, Division Chief
(Continued from page 1)

can be stored and office space for personnel
constructed. First, however, it needed renovation work. To do so, a Maryland Heritage Area Authority grant was written and
awarded, the management of which has been
handled by staff member Correine Moore.

https://chesapeakebeachrailwaymuseum.com

Many thanks to Sherrod Sturrock, Brenda
Proctor, Carey Crane, Mel Gallipeau, Kris De
Grace, Correine Moore and Calvert Marine
Museum Graphic Designer Rachel Reese for
their work in making this happen. I can’t
think of a more exciting time for the Railway
Museum, and I can’t wait for you to come
visit when we re-open to the public!

Calvert County General Services directed
the renovations, which transformed the old
school building into a proper location for offices and storage. Moving the museum’s collections and office space to the building has
alleviated some of the need for off-site storage of artifacts and greatly relieved museum
staff from their former cramped existence in
the office space of the second floor of the museum.

Message from the President

by Mike Sweeney, Friends President

In my comments last newsletter, I mentioned
that we were looking forward to getting to
the end of this COVID / renovation tunnel
that we have been in for over a year. Now we
are beginning to emerge from this darkness
and will be in the sunlight very soon. I for
one, am looking forward to this.

For the new permanent exhibit, a fundraising
plan was developed and implemented, and
stakeholders contributed quite generously.
The funds raised were used to hire the Baltimore firm Alpha Graphics, our primary contractor who has helped the group synthesize
materials and move the project from ideas
and content to a fully formed exhibit.

All of of us must realize that we are the recipients of many gifts; a revitalized building,
new exhibits, a wonderful satellite facility to
house our artifacts, and a government leadership team whose actions encourage us not
only to succeed, but prosper.

Working closely with Alpha Graphics and
their subcontractor is a team of individuals
assigned to this project, including Calvert
Marine Museum’s Curator of Maritime History Mark Wilkins who is serving as the
project manager, Railway Museum Assistant Registrar Kris DeGrace, Railway Museum Administrator, Correine Moore, Calvert
Marine Museum Graphic Designer Mel Gallipeau, Friends Board Member Sherrod Sturrock (who has graciously volunteered her
time) and on occasion, myself.

There are many small museums like ours
across this great country who can only wish
that the bounty that has come our way could
be theirs too. I frequently work at the museum, working on model railroad exhibit improvements.
Without exception during every work session, I interact outside the museum with people who want to stop in and visit us, which is
very heartening to me.

In the span of a few months, this team has
designed the new exhibit and then moved
on to creating it: enhancing maps, creating
interpretive timelines, writing exhibit copy,
strategically placing artifacts, and so much
more!

This indicates to me that the interest in our
museum is still there and people are still
wanting to visit us. It is up to us to meet their
enthusiasm with ours.
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All aboard, we’re leaving this tunnel behind
us!

The Voices of Chesapeake Beach
by Brenda Proctor, Friends Secretary

Lately, I’ve been hearing voices.
No cause for alarm; soon you will be able to
hear them, too. They are the voices of folks
who had experiences with the Chesapeake
Beach Railway and the amusements here.
The planners of the museum’s new exhibits decided that a way to make our history
fresh and alive would be to give our visitors
the opportunity to hear these voices. To that
end, Sherrod Sturrock, Kris DeGrace, Joanie Kilmon, and I volunteered to determine
which voices would fit into the four key
areas of the railway and resort history: the
dream, the destination, the journey, and the
people. Fortunately, the museum has a good
archive of oral histories, letters, postcards,
photos, and news articles that gave us plenty
of material to draw from.
Now, the really exciting part! The museum
will be presenting the voices in an audio tour
that can be accessed on a personal cell phone
or a device the museum will lend. Altogether, there are 12 stops within the exhibits
where audio can be played. Our focus was
on keeping recordings to one to two minutes, so the fact that most of our oral histories are lengthy and of poor sound quality
meant that we had to condense some individual stories and have them read by volunteers. However, care was taken to retain the
essence and flavor of the person’s recorded
memories and facts.

Audio Tour

Moving to the Destination exhibit, audio
Stop #4 is a short reading based on the oral
history of Bernie Loveless, a founding member of our museum. He recalls living near
Owings Station and enjoying Seaside Park
in the 1930s.
Roland Morsell, an African American worker, is featured in Stop #6, located at the Journey exhibit. Highlighted in this audio are
excerpts taken from his oral history describing the hard work of maintaining the tracks
and other jobs related to the train.

Here’s a sampling of the audio tour stops:
At Stop #1 in the Dream area, listen to Otto
Mears respond to questions about racing and
gambling at Chesapeake Beach. The audio
is an almost verbatim recording of an interview conducted by a Baltimore newspaper
in 1900, and we were lucky enough to have a
volunteer, originally from Ukraine, provide
the “voice” of Mears with an authentic Russian accent!
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In the People section is Stop #10, an audio
clip of a portion of the oral history of Bernice Freedley West, who was interviewed
and recorded by Mildred Finlon in 1980.
She worked at Freedley’s Photo Gallery, a
concession on the boardwalk started by her
grandfather. Hear her reminisce about her
day on the boardwalk as a young girl and
describe some of the other stands and rides.
(Continued on page 4)

The Voices of Chesapeake Beach
by Brenda J. Proctor, Friends Secretary
(Continued from page 3)

A couple voices are not from specific people,
but are fictionalized letters based upon actual events that occurred here, such as Stop
#11 which is the reading of a letter to “Aunt
Mary” from her suffragist niece, “Joan.”
This “voice” was created to show Chesapeake Beach’s role in the Women’s Suffrage
Movement and is based upon news articles
from the period and a 1916 photo of women
riding near the station in an oxcart.

Recently refound image shows parking in front of the station,
very faintly in the background you can see the Great Derby Roller
Coaster. c.1920s

Membership Dues
Dear Members,
First of all, thank you for your membership
in the Friends of Chesapeake Beach Railway
Museum. Without your membership, we
would not be able to provide support to the
Museum for programs and events.

These stories are a fun way to share our history from a very personal perspective and
will provide visitors with a richer experience of our museum. A link to the audio
tour will also be available on our new website. If you have a personal memory or experience about the park or the Chesapeake
Beach Railway, please contact the museum
at FCBRMuseum@gmail.com. We’d love to
add your voice to our oral history collection!

Some folks have sent membership renewals
to the Museum for 2020 and 2021 already,
we appreciate this and thank you!
The Board has approved a few changes going
forward. First of all, there has been a slight
increase in dues for individuals to $20.00 per
year, and to $30.00 for family membership
per year. This is the first increase in membership fees in well over 10 years!
Second, we have a new address for the
Friends for mailing membership dues and
domations:
The Friends of the Chesapeake
Beach Railway Museum
P.O. Box 82
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732
For those of you who do not want to mail in
a check, an added feature of our new website is the ability to pay dues online at:
https://chesapeakebeachrailwaymuseum.com

This Recent acquisition shows fun in North Beach c.1920s
Anyone recognize “Toots, Buz or Spates?”
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Thank you for your support,
The Membership Committee

Don’t forget the bow and arrows!
by Kris DeGrace, Assistant Registrar

2020 has been a rough year to say the least.
As we move closer to our new normal, I continue to find myself gravitating towards simple, sweet, uncomplicated stories. A recent
acquisition quickly filled my prerequisites
and has become one of my favorite collections. It is a series of four short notes written
to “mom and dad” by a boy scout during his
stay at Camp Roosevelt in 1952.
Our boy scout, Douglas’ tale begins when he
reports: “I was five minutes late to breakfast so I
didn’t get anything to eat. I got a lot of string for
my cane seat. I have been getting poison-ivy lotion on my arms and legs. Alan came back Sunday night…. Love Douglas.”
Well, as far as missing breakfast, rules are
rules, you snooze you lose I suppose…but
he didn’t seem to mind with enough string
for his craft and his friend back at camp! Life
was looking good for Douglas.

Letter from Douglas: postmarked July 17, 1952

In his next note, in Douglas’ own words we
learn “I have found a lot of sharks teeth. Alan
C. and I caught some garfish and flounder with
our hands.” And most importantly he adds
“Please bring my bow and arrows because I can’t
shoot with the other bows and the arrows stink.
Bring me a canteen full of Cherry Pepsi. Love
Douglas.” Clearly, every boy scout needs a
good bow and set of arrows, as well as Cherry Pepsi, an obvious staple.

Letter from Douglas: postmarked July 21, 1952

Just a few days later, he writes about what
a nice time he was having. He mentions
he can see the “islands” across the bay and
breezes over how “The Navy was dropping
depth charges into the water. Great big waves
came up on shore. We heard the charge go off.”
This little nugget might have left me a bit
unsettled as a parent, but it must have been
mighty fun for the boy scouts!
What was most important to Douglas, he
saved until the end with this gentle reminder: “Don’t forget my bow and arrows. See you
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on Sunday. Love Douglas”
(Continued on page 6)

Sunday family visit at Camp Roosevelt

Don’t forget the bow and arrows!

2021 Museum Events

by Kris DeGrace, Assistant Registrar

by Correine E. Moore, Museum Administrator

(Continued from page 5)

In the last note we have, Douglas learned
to take his cot apart. We also find out that
“Harry L’s cot had a rip in it.” I’m not sure if
poor Harry’s cot was ever mended, but what
I do know is that “Everybody is asking when
you (presumably Douglas’ mom) are going to
bring the chocolate cake.” It must have been
a very noteworthy cake. And of course, in
case his parents forgot in the few days since
his last three notes, he closes with “Don’t forget my bow and arrows. See you Sunday. Love
Douglas”

Not surprisingly, museum programming for
2021 remains in flux.
With pandemic guidelines still in effect, the
annual Spring Family Fun Day was a “grab
and go goodie bag” drive-thru event at
Kellams Field this year. In lieu of our normal event raffle, one lucky child received
a suprise Amazon gift card tucked into the
goodie bag as well, courtesy of the Friends!
Bay Breeze concerts have been postponed
again this year, but we hope to be able to
bring them back in 2022, and our popular
children’s programs will morph into online
book and craft suggestions throughout the
summer on our website and the Friends’
Facebook account.

Committee Spots Available

by Mike Sweeney, Friends President

We are in need of members who can donate
a little time and talent to flesh out two committees:
The Fundraising Committee manages and
coordinates the Friends fundraising efforts.
This committee coordinates events like raffles, silent auctions and the like with the
main goal of raising money for the Friends.
The recommended size of this committee is a
minimum of 3 with a maximum of 5 persons,
and they meet quarterly.

As you can see, these letters are perfect.
They capture a moment in time of joy, fun
and innocence.

The Gift Shop Committee oversees the overall management of the Gift Shop. They maintain the inventory, purchase goods as necessary and manage the finances of the shop.
They also are responsible for establishing
the types of merchandise for sale, and developing their budget. The recommended size
of this committee is a minimum of 3 with a
maximum of 5 persons, and they meet quarterly. If you are interested in applying to either committee, send an email to:
FCBRMuseum@gmail.com

As far as I am concerned, nothing could be
better than Douglas’ summer at Camp Roosevelt. Camping along the bay with friends,
catching fish with his bare hands, earning
merit badges, and best of all, mom’s chocolate cake, a canteen full of Cherry Pepsi,
and let us not forget, his own bow and arrows would be there on Sunday!
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Engine #5 at the Seat Pleasant roundhouse.
c. 1910

Enjoying a ride on the mini-train on the
long pier in Chesapeake Beach. c.1935

The salt water pool. c. 1935

“Like” the
Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfTheRailwayMuseum

to see more images like these!

Departing the train. c. 1925
Having fun (?) at the Park, c.1960s

Working on the bridge crossing
the Patuxent River. c. 1920s

A view of the amusements at
Chesapeake Beach. c. 1910

Destruction from a storm.
c. 1930s
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The railway station when it was used for storage at the park. c.1950s

Friends of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum
PO Box 82
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732

Spring 2021 Newsletter
Contributors: Kris DeGrace, Correine E.
Moore, Jeff Murray, Brenda J. Proctor, Mike
Sweeney
Mailing: Janet Bates, Nancy Young

We are moving towards digital-only
delivery for this newsletter.
If you would like to continue to
receive the Friends newsletter
please send your email address to:
FCBRMuseum@gmail.com

Board Member Nominations
The Friends of the Chesapeake Beach
Railway Museum organization is
accepting nominations for the
Board of the Friends.
Nominees must be active members
of the Friends of the Chesapeake
Beach Railway Museum,
preferably with volunteer experience
with the museum.
If you would like to nominate someone for the
board, please email:
FCBRMuseum@gmail.com
Board Members will be voted on
during the Annual Member Meeting
in June 2021.

