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A Brand New CBRM is Rolling Again!
by Jeff Murray
Division Chief for Museums

There has historically been a special kind 
of magic every time a train pulls out of the 
station and begins a new journey.  I love 
that magic.  The excitement of a ride on the 
rails never seems to diminish no matter the 
age of the participant.  At long last, there is 
now a new kind of excitement at the Chesa-
peake Beach Railway Museum.  Figuratively 
speaking, we are once again rolling down 
the tracks with a shiny new train to show off.  
That “train” is our new exhibit, and since we 
re-opened last fall and again this spring pub-
lic interest has risen dramatically.  I am now 
consistently hearing about weekends where 
dozens of visitors are coming in to see our 
total transformation, and the comments are 
undeniably positive!

In previous articles I have thanked those 
who worked on the new permanent exhibit, 
but beyond the new exhibit there is an aw-
ful lot to do to re-open a newly transformed 
museum, especially following a two-year 
pandemic that closed museums and cultural 
institutions around the world for extended 
periods.  We’ve hired some new staff mem-
bers, prepared the station master’s office as 
an exhibit space, prepared an initial exhibit 
in the rotating exhibit space, and added addi-
tional lights and a roof to the model railroad 
layout.  Much of this work has been done by 
staff members Correine Moore and Kris De-
Grace, and I’d like to extend my gratitude to 
both for their efforts.  As Curator, I am also 

(Continued on page 2)

Recreation of the Station Master’s Desk. 
(If you are extra curious, visit the museum to see the document 

being typed - not everything was strictly railway business!)

committed to upgrading the existing exhib-
it lighting and covering the sprinkler pipes 
along the ceiling, although supply chain is-
sues have made these tasks more difficult at 
the moment.  

With the help of a rejuvenated volunteer 
corps and the Friends of the Chesapeake 
Beach Railway Museum we are once again 
open every day from 1-4 pm through the end 
of October. The museum’s budget enables us 
to have one staff member available for tours 
between those hours, but the recent increase 
in visitors has often meant that this one per-
son needs help to provide everyone with a 
great visitor experience.  This is where our 
volunteer corps comes in, augmenting staff 
and assisting with interpretive efforts as well 
as providing a personal touch.  
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A Brand New CBRM is Rolling Again!
by Jeff Murray
Division Chief for Museums 
(continued from page 1)

The recent new volunteer workshop intro-
duced us to several persons who are newly 
interested in volunteering at the museum – 
this is simply great!  Many thanks to Board 
President Mike Sweeney and all of the board 
members as they worked to make real prog-
ress in re-establishing a strong volunteer 
corps.  Way to go!

It’s important to remember how far we’ve 
come in this journey, because a total trans-
formation doesn’t happen overnight or with-
out a lot of effort.  It has taken many hours 
of planning and quite a bit of sweat equity 
to move our “train” off the siding and onto 
the right of way.  We are currently planning 
a grand re-opening event with a ribbon cut-
ting to celebrate our achievements, and we’ll 
let you know when that event is scheduled 
to take place.  

ALL ABOARD, because this shiny new 
“train” is leaving the station, and what a sta-
tion it is!  We’re glad to have you along for 
the experience!  

Message from the President
by Mike Sweeney 
President, Friends of CBRM

    The year’s at the spring
    And day’s at the morn;

    Morning’s at seven;
    The hillside’s dew-pearled;

    The lark’s on the wing;
    The snail’s on the thorn:
    God’s in His heaven—

    All’s right with the world!

~ Robert Browning (1812-1889)

At last, spring is here in Calvert County!  The 
geese have moved north with their joyful 
honks to announce the coming warm weath-
er, the flowers are sprouting, we are hanging 
up our winter coats and wearing spring jack-
ets, and our museum has opened!

...And what an opening we had, with en-
thusiastic new volunteer docents and many, 
many visitors.  The  Saturday of April 9th 
saw 40 visitors, with the next day bringing 
30.  These unprecedented numbers are an in-
dication that we are doing things right.  

A wonderful start to the new season, this 
gives us a sense of accomplishment and 
pride in what we are doing.  Now we must 
do our parts to capitalize on this momentum 
and make this the beginning of an exciting 
future for the museum. All aboard!

Telegraph Key and sounder made especially for the museum;  on 
exhibit in the new Station Master’s office.  

Come hear “Chesapeake Beach” spelled out in dits and dahs.



Come Volunteer with us!Come Volunteer with us!

We are always in need of new Volunteers to 
help us interpret the Museum’s mission - in 
the museum - and out and about, in the com-
munity!

FAQs about becoming a Museum Volunteer:

 - Exhibits and displays are designed to be 
self-interpretive.  This means that our inter-
action with visitors is minimal.

  -  Volunteers do not need to have the breadth 
of knowledge that was required in the “old 
days.”    

  - We require only three hours of your time 
every so often, here and there from 1 to 4 pm.

  - Docent training takes an hour, tops. This 
is preferably completed in an evening, but 
we’re flexible!

If you are interested in joining the ranks of 
the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 
Volunteers, please contact Mike Sweeney at 
410-440-6499 or avn29@hotmail.com
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Volunteers Xavier Dailey, John Riedesel and Kathryn Dailey man 

the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum outreach booth at the 
Town of Chesapeake Beach’s 2022 Easter Festival

National Railroad Historical Society 
Visits Our Museum
by Mike Sweeney 
President, Friends of CBRM

Seventeen members of the D.C. Chapter of 
the National Railroad Historical Society vis-
ited the Railway Museum on April 2nd, their 
first stop on a railroad history-filled day. 

The scheduled visit was followed by a vis-
it to the site of the now disappeared Pindell 
station and nearby ruins of Armiger’s freight 
house, followed by a 2 ½ mile walk along the 
Jug Bay Wildlife Sanctuary’s Railroad Bed 
Trail, which runs from the Patuxent River to 
Pindell. 

Guided by Society member Hans Plugge and 
Friends President Mike Sweeney, the group 
received a history presentation about the 
railway and the Chesapeake Beach station in 
the Dolores followed by a self-guided tour 
of the museum. After the tour and lunch, 
they arrived at the site of the Pindell station 
for more discussion. Easels with large 1900’s 
photos of the site were placed on the same 
spots where the pictures were taken, giving 
the Society members a “then and now” per-
spective. 

Then it was on to the Sanctuary proper, the 
group being greeted by Sanctuary Director 
Ms. Pat Delgado who provided the history 
link between the railway and the Jug Bay 
area. A short walk brought the group to the 
crossing site on the Patuxent River, where 
Society members viewed the still-standing 
pivot structure for the CBRY swing bridge 
there. Then, onto the trail for a nice long 
walk. 

A great but somewhat tiring day of railroad 
and local history that was enjoyed by all. One 
of the Society members, a Mr. John Cowgill, 
took extensive photos of the whole tour and 
made them available to the museum for the 
research library.  He was recognized for his 
efforts at our Last Train ceremony on April 
16th.  (photo top right).

Mr. John Cowgill recognized for his contributions to the museum 
at the Last Train Ceremony 2022.
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Train Travel in the time 
of COVID-19
by John Riedesel
Board Member, Friends of the CBRM
(continued from the Fall 2021 issue of The Chesapeake Dis-
patcher) 

One of my very favorite aspects of long dis-
tance train travel has been eating in the din-
ing car—”dinner in the diner.”  A typical 
dining car has 20 tables with four seats per 
table and the seating is communal.  Trav-
eling alone, I would meet someone new at 
each meal, be it other lone travelers or a fam-
ily.  During this time of covid  restrictions 
however, every other table was blocked off, 
and only family groups could eat togeth-
er.  So on this trip I ate all my meals alone.  
The food itself, though mostly palatable, 
was precooked and simply heated in micro-
waves.  Some trains, the Eastern ones, didn’t 
even have dining cars and the car steward 
brought meals to my compartment.  The re-
strictions cut down on social interaction con-
siderably. 

At the beginning of each new segment of the 
journey, the conductor would come on the 
P.A. with very strict rules regarding masks 
and distancing.  “Masks must be worn at all 
times unless you are actually eating.  After 
one verbal reprimand, we have the authority 
to put you off the train!”  Sleeping car hosts 
told us confidentially that as long as we had 
our door closed and curtain drawn we could 
dispense with the masks.

Aside from the food service disappointment, 
most other aspects of the trip, both the train 
travel portion and the two-day city stays, 
were fairly normal.  In Seattle, I stayed at a 
hotel within walking distance of King Street 
Station and spent an interesting afternoon at 
Pike Place Market.  In Los Angeles, I used 
my free day to visit Santa Monica pier and 
beach, now accessible from downtown by 
rail rather than city bus as in earlier trips.  
Unfortunately, my free day in New Orleans 
was a rainy one.  I did get to ride the Saint 
Charles Avenue Streetcar, but had to pass on 

beignets and coffee at Cafe du Monde.  In 
walking or riding around the three cities, I 
found varying degrees of compliance about 
masks and social distancing.

Since April, 2021, some of the stringent as-
pects of Amtrak train travel remain, but oth-
ers are beginning to improve.  Trains which 
had operated daily but were cut down to 
three days a week in October, 2020, remain 
on that abbreviated schedule.  But on the 
bright side meal service is improving and 
slowly returning to traditional dining:  ta-
blecloths, real china, meals cooked on the 
train, and communal seating.  With any 
luck everything should be back in place for 
my next long trip in April, 2022, as I trav-
el cross-country to San Francisco.  After all, 
“there isn’t a train I wouldn’t take, no matter 
where it’s going.”
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Individual Membership: $20 annually

Family Membership: $30 annually

Business Membership: $50 annually

Life Membership: $100

Dear Friends,

First of all, thank you for your support of the  
Friends of Chesapeake Beach Railway Muse-
um over the years!  

However, on a sad note, membership in the 
Friends has been on a sharp decline for the 
past few years. Without your membership 
we will not be able to provide support to the 
Museum for programs and events, as well as 
continue restoration of the “Dolores” train 
car that sits outside the Museum. 

If you feel you can help in our endeavors, 
please make a check out to the “Friends of the 
Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum”and 
mail it to:

Friends of the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Museum
P.O. Box 82
Chesapeake Beach, MD  20732

For those of you who would prefer to renew 
your membership virtually, please visit our 
updated website: 
chesapeakebeachrailwaymuseum.com
 and click on “Support.” 

Thank you,  
Mike Zitzmann
Membership Committee Chair

We Need your Support!
by Mike Zitzmann
Membership Committee, Friends of CBRM

Knowing that a railway and resort in Ches-
apeake Beach were proposed as early as the 
1880s, I wondered who first had the idea and 
why this location was chosen. I never found 
out, but I did discover interesting deals for 
the land Chesapeake Beach Railway Compa-
ny ultimately acquired. 

Colonel Samuel Taylor Suit, a former Mary-
land Senator and an associate of the Wash-
ington & Chesapeake Beach Railway (W&C-
BR) Company of New Jersey (chartered 
1883), owned large parcels of land in Ches-
apeake Beach.  Could it have been his idea 
to offer his property for the endeavor?  This 
early company made many plans but little 
progress, and Suit died in 1888.  Follow me 
now on the money trail as the Suit property 
changed hands….the price paid is listed first, 
then year and buyer.

$250,000 – 1890, Judge John Rice of New 
York City buys the property from Suit’s 
heirs.  Within the deed, seven separate tracts 
of land totaling 718 acres were for the first 
time collectively designated the “Chesa-
peake Beach property.”  It was described as 
running along the bay shore and centered 
around the mouth of Fishing Creek.

$20,000 – 1891, Theodore W. Tyrer.  An 
agreement attached to the deed expressly 
stated that the property was to be used for 
the terminus of the W&CBR. Tyrer was the 
major stockholder in W&CBR Company of 
Maryland (chartered 1891).

$1,000,000 -   1893, W&CBR Company.  Yes, 
Tyrer and his wife were paid a cool million!  
A title issue held up construction of the rail-
way until 1894.  Tyrer was then the Super-
intendent of W&CBR Company, and was 
elected commissioner of the newly incorpo-
rated town of Chesapeake Beach.
$31,000 – 1895, Robert E. Tod of J. Kennedy 

Following the Money Trail
by Brenda J. Proctor
Secretary, Friends of the CBRM

(Continued on page 6)
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Tod & Company in New York City bought 
the auctioned assets of the defunct W&CBR 
Company at the receiver’s sale.  A court-or-
dered report concerning the company’s as-
sets listed “approximately 700 acres of land 
at Chesapeake Beach worth about $10 per 
acre.” Tod reorganized the corporation in 
1896, naming it the Chesapeake Beach Rail-
way (CBR) Company. 

$75,000 – 1897, Colonel Ambrose C. Dunn, 
Charles Popper and Otto Mears purchase 
the CBR Company and its assets after learn-
ing about the proposed railroad and resort 
from Lincoln H. Hyer, the court-appointed 
receiver and chief engineer of the W&CBR 
Company.  In 1899, the 718 acres owned by 
CBR were transferred to the Chesapeake 
Beach Hotel Company, a separate corpora-
tion created by Mears.

There the trail ends and the rest of the story 
you know.  Or, can learn at the Chesapeake 
Beach Railway Museum!

The Things People do for Fame!
by Kris DeGrace
Collections Manager, CBRM

From the Collection: Aladdin Thermalware Jar, c.1925; 
this versatile thermos was advertised to hold a gallon of warm or 

cold liquid, or up to 8 pounds of chicken or hot stew; 
a picnicker’s dream for visiting Chesapeake Beach!

Dissecting things is what I do.  Maybe a 
better analogy would be picking crabs, get-
ting to the good stuff!  You know what I’m 
talking about, right Marylanders?

For example, I came across a broadside in 
our collection for Seaside Park.  I’d seen it 
a thousand times, but what caught my eye 
this time was the following first line: “Slim 
was buried alive Sat. Aug 13th….”   Pretty 
darn compelling.

I had to pick and dissect a bit, to determine it 
was from 1932.  And then pick a bit more to 
find out WHY IN THE WORLD would this 
be a thing?

Following the Money Trail
by Brenda J. Proctor
Secretary, Friends of the CBRM
(continued from page 5)
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I found that being buried alive (on purpose) 
was not novel.  Apparently, Houdini had 
planned to do it in the mid-1920s, with more 
of a magician’s flare, but he did not pur-
sue this stunt for long.  A few others were 
doing it here and there across the country, 
but things really seemed to ramp-up in the 
1930s.  And yet again, Chesapeake Beach 
played its part!

I’m not sure who was burying who else-
where in the country, but in July of 1932, 
R.L. “Slim” Jones beat the “buried-alive” 
record of a man named E.C. Castleberry, in 
Richmond, VA.   This led to an intense rival-
ry between the two.  

Castleberry sent a telegram that challenged 
Slim to a buried-alive duel.  Castleberry stat-
ed that he would only have an electric light, 
an army blanket and a pillow.  This was tak-
ing a jab at Slim’s earlier burial where ap-
parently his coffin was quite large, and he 
had with him the luxuries of a radio, a light, 
a shaving kit and magazines.  Castleberry on 
the other hand, was hard core.

Slim accepted Castleberry’s challenge and 
Seaside Park was the lucky location where 
Slim went to the grave.  Castleberry was 
buried somewhere around Richmond, VA.  
Slim did address the size of his coffin and 
on August 13, 1932 he was buried alive with 
much flare and fanfare.  His coffin was low-
ered into the ground to a jazzy funeral dirge 
played by Bernie Jarboe’s Night Hawks (a 
band that frequented the beach).

There was a small tube where liquid nour-
ishment was lowered to Slim and allowed 
people to see and talk with him.  Our local 
doctor, Dr. Ward, visited Slim daily, had a 
chat to assess his well-being and lowered 
a thermometer to check his temperature.  I 
found this event so compelling that I posted 
it on facebook and had someone comment 
that their grandmother remembered this 
and the tube to see him.  

It appears that Castleberry might have won 

this particular battle, but it was far from 
over.  These two men battled on and off for 
quite a while, going back to the grave over 
and over again to reclaim their crown.  

I followed Slim’s daredevil career in the 
newspapers from 1932-1934.  In 1933, he 
went 6’ under for over 70 days, having to be 
exhumed when he became ill.  In 1934, he 
decided to go for a different kind of record, 
but I’m not sure this one caught on.  He had 
himself frozen in ice and claimed a two-hour 
staying in ice record.  From here, the last arti-
cle I found about Slim, was from 1936, where 
he was a bartender in PA, and ironically be-
ing sued for an unpaid coffin.

There were some logistics that I was curi-
ous about, such as the daily needs beyond 
eating and drinking, but that is a subject for 
a separate research study.  For now, I think 
it’s fun and oddly, weirdly, morbidly great 
that Seaside Park was the kicking off point 
for Slim’s impressive, yet short-lived bur-
ied-alive career.   As far as why in the world 
this would be a thing?  Perhaps a quote from 
Slim in The Times Dispatch, (Richmond VA 
7/9/1932), answers this best:  “… why not?  
It’s a job and the longer I’m here, the longer 
I’ll be employed.”  The Depression was in 
full swing and well, why not?

The Daily News, May 23, 1933
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The Friends of the ChesapeakeThe Friends of the Chesapeake
Beach Railway MuseumBeach Railway Museum

Newsletter is going virtual! Newsletter is going virtual! 

This will be the LAST hard copy This will be the LAST hard copy 
to be mailed out...ever!to be mailed out...ever!

Plan now! Plan now! 
We will now have aWe will now have a

completely online newslettercompletely online newsletter
so please send your so please send your 

email address to:email address to:
CBRailway@calvertcountymd.govCBRailway@calvertcountymd.gov

to continue to receive this to continue to receive this 
newsletter via your email inbox.newsletter via your email inbox.

Thank you!Thank you!

Capsized boat in Chesapeake Beach:  This hidden gem resur-
faced while conducting research;  extra bonus is the roof of 
the railway station peaking just behind the boat,  c.1920


