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Rededication Ceremony
by Jeff Murray
Division Chief for Museums

On June 28th, 2022, the museum held a rib-
bon cutting ceremony to celebrate the official 
opening of the new permanent exhibit to the 
public.  

This event was attended by representatives 
from the Town of Chesapeake Beach, Friends 
of the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum, 
Rod ‘N’ Reel Resort, Southern Maryland 
Heritage Area Consortium (SMHAC), MD 
Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and three Calvert 
County Commissioners. Honors for physical 
cutting of the ribbon were given to Ms. Janet 
Bates, longtime Railway Museum volunteer 
and board member. One little-known fact is 
that Ms. Bates rode on the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway as a little girl in the 1930s!  

Museum staff and volunteers took advantage 
of the warm, sunny day to create a marvel-
ous backdrop for the dignitaries who spoke 
about the new exhibit’s positive impact to 
the museum, its visitors and the community. 
of Chesapeake Beach. 

Pictured left to right: Lucille Walker (SMHAC), Mark Wilkins 
(CMM), Mary Donovan (Rod ‘N’ Reel Resort), Gail Donovan 

Harkins, Joan Donovan Kilmon, Fred Donovan, Correine Moore 
(CBRM), Mike Sweeney (Friends CBRM), Janet Bates (Friends 

CBRM), George Owings - obscured (Md Veterans’ Affairs), May-
or Pat Mahoney (Chesapeake Beach), Commissioner Christopher 

Gadway, Commissioner Kelly McConkey, 
Jeff Murray (CBRM), Kris DeGrace (CBRM).

Mike Sweeney, President, 
Friends of the CBRM

New exhibition space
details
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Donations/Purchases
Purchases:

Postcard, b&w: 
• “Carnival Scene at Chesapeake Beach, Md.” (with a fun note about camping “down in the woods,” 

postmarked 1912)
• “Beach Scene, North Beach MD” (postmarked 1931)

Postcard, color:
• “Home Was Never Like This.  Chesapeake Beach, Md.”  (unused postally)
• “Steamer ‘Dreamland’ on the Chesapeake Bay from Baltimore, Md.” (postmarked 1912)

Alladin Thermalware Jar, c.1920s, on exhibit

Booklet/Program for “Almas Temple Excursion to Chesapeake Beach” (8/17/1915)

Scrapbook Pages from family album of visits to Chesapeake Beach & surrounding area.

Items purchased for Stations Master’s Office
• Ticket cupboard
• Bank Pins (used to clip papers together)
• Wire basket (to organize papers)
• Desk Clock
• Company Embosser/Seal
• Conductor’s Hat

Donations:

CBRy “Dispatcher’s Record of Movement of Trains” In Memory of William I. Heath Jr. 

Commemorative Water Bottle: “Wesley Stinnett’s Restaurant Inc., 60th Anniversary, 1936-1996, A Fam-
ily Tradition Since 1936”

Digital-born Photograph: Crew posed on the bow of The Dreamland (John C. Bosley, owner of The Dream-
land, seated 3rd from left);  the donor is a descendant of Captain R.T. Gillingham, believed to be in this 
photograph. (c.1912-1916)

Eight Digital-born Photographs:  Chesapeake Beach, Stinnett’s Restaurant, marina & boats, generously 
shared with the museum by Wesley Donovan.

Collection Donated In Memory of Charles Kilbourne: 

Mr. Kilbourne was a strong supporter of the museum with a great interest in history and railroads.  This donation 
includes building materials from the Marlboro Station, lamp brackets, photographs, and miscellaneous original and 
copy documents.  His collection was donated with his labels and notes identifying objects and documents.  The care 
and dedication to capturing pieces of history were indeed a labor of love.

(Images of some Purchases and Donations on page 3)
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Carnival Scene at Chesapeake Beach
Beach scene, North Beach, MD

Home Was Never Like This.

The Dreamland

Alladin Thermalware Jar

Almas Temple Excursion

Detail from Scrapbook

Detail of Charles Kilbourne Collection

Commemorative Water Bottle

The Dreamland Crew
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My main incentive for volunteering at Ches-
apeake Beach Railway Museum was the fact 
that my grandfather had worked for the rail-
road.  Beyond that fact, though, I had little 
memory of his stories about it.  So, I was 
excited to recently discover how much the 
CBRy was part of our family history when 
my sister shared some information she had 
gathered from our aunt back in 1988.

To my surprise there were copies of photos 
I had never seen before of my grandfather 
and grandmother taken at Freedley’s Photo 
Gallery in June 1915, just a few months be-
fore they were married.  Even before Poppy, 
as we called him, began working at the rail-
way he apparently did some of his courting 
there on the boardwalk at the beach!  The 
railway played a part in the marriage too.  
On their wedding day, a friend drove them 
by horse and buggy to Chaney Station where 
they caught the train to Upper Marlboro to 
be married at the Methodist parsonage. Af-
ter a one night honeymoon at the Upper 
Marlboro Hotel, they rode the train back to 
Chaney Station the next day to be picked up 
and taken home.  Here’s what they splashed 
out for their big day and night:  50 cents 
for the marriage license, $3 for one night at 
the hotel, and 70 cents (35 cents each) for a 
4-course dinner.

From 1922 to 1930 Poppy worked at CBRy as 
a brakeman.  When he left, he went to work 
at a silica mine in Lyons Creek and the pro-
cessed silica was loaded into wagons and 
taken to Chaney Station to be shipped out on 
the train.

News to me was that my great grandfather 
and a great uncle also worked for the railway.  
My great grandfather had a sideline of being 
a “pusher” for rail bird sportsmen, for which 
he received $5 a day - a lot of money at the 
turn of the century!  According to my aunt’s 
account, the “big shots from Washington, DC 

Railroad Ties & Family Ties
by Brenda Proctor 
Secretary, Friends of CBRM

would come down to Chesapeake Beach and 
the fishermen would take them out on their 
boats” to shoot rail birds.  Intrigued by what 
rail birds were and this sport, I researched 
and found a great explanation in one of 
Calvert Marine Museum’s old newsletters 
at https://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/Doc-
umentCenter/View/1304/Bugeye-Times-Win-
ter-1980?bidId=.  

If great grandpa did this at Chesapeake 
Beach, I’m guessing it was in and around 
Fishing Creek.  Kris DeGrace, our museum 
collections manager, mentioned that the mu-
seum had a 1904 reference to a Belvedere 
Fishing and Hunting Club that met at the 
hotel, so maybe that’s where great grandpa 
found his clients.

I am so thankful my sister preserved this 
family history.  When history of our loved 
ones blends in with the community we live 
in, that is very special.  Many of you may 
have stories of your own or your ancestors 
relating to the Chesapeake Beach Railway 
and the town.  Please share them with the 
museum – they would add so much color 
and life to our collective story!

Editor’s Note: If you have a story to share, 
please send it to Kris.DeGrace@calvertcoun-
tymd.gov 

Poppy, 1915
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Individual Membership: $20 annually

Family Membership: $30 annually

Business Membership: $50 annually

Life Membership: $100

Have you renewed your 
Friends of the 

Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 
membership recently? 

It’s easy online!

Go to ChesapeakeBeachRailwayMuseum.com
and click on “support”

Come Volunteer with Us!
by Mike Sweeney
President, Friends of CBRM
We have a wonderful new space, now we 
just need a few more wonderful Volunteers 
to help us keep the Museum open! 

FAQs about becoming a Museum Docent:

 - Exhibits and displays are designed to be 
self-interpretive.  This means that our inter-
action with visitors is minimal.
  -  Volunteers do not need to have the breadth 
of knowledge that was required in the “old 
days.”    
  - We require only three hours of your time 
every so often, on a Saturday here and there 
from 1 to 4 pm.
  - Docent training takes two hours, tops. 
This is preferably completed in an evening, 
but we’re flexible!

If you are interested in joining the ranks of 
the Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum 
Volunteer Docents, please contact 
Mike Sweeney at 410-440-6499 or 
avn29@hotmail.com

Upcoming Events
Sweet Treat Express

(build candy trains - for families)
FREE

Saturday, November 19, 2022
2:00 - 3:30pm

Drop-in at the Northeast Community 
Center in Chesapeake Beach

Dramatic Reading of the Polar Express
(read by Conductor John)

FREE 
Friday, December 16, 2022

5:30pm
Drop-in at the Railway Museum

Volunteer Workshop 
(learn about being a Museum Volunteer)

FREE
Saturday, March 11, 2023

9am
Drop-in at the Railway Museum

Farewell Ceremony 
(commemorate the last train to leave)

FREE
Sunday, April 15, 2023

Time TBA
Drop-in at the Railway Museum 

National Train Day
(celebrate with crafts for families)

FREE
Saturday, May 6, 2023

Time TBA
Drop-in at the Railway Museum

Heritage Tour 
(follow the original right-of-way)

FREE
Saturday, May 13, 2023

Time TBA
Meet at the Railway Museum to head out

Keep an eye on 
ChesapeakeBeachRailwayMuseum.com for updates!


